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Part #2: Focused Instruction
Students are guided through two or more practice problems. Each problem includes 
a series of questions to help them work through the right answer. This practice helps 
build the skills needed to understand the main idea of the lesson. Focused Instruction 
is ideal for collaborative learning.
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Part #1: Introduction
Each lesson begins with a brief explanation of the focus 
skill or concept with examples to illustrate. An open-ended 
Think About It question requires students to use critical 
thinking to work through an answer. 
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Part #3: Guided Practice
It’s time to apply the strategies learned in part #2. In this section, open-ended 
problems require students to show their work, make a graph, draw a diagram, 
or do other mathematical tasks to answer questions. 
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Part #4: Independent Practice
Students are ready to answer questions on their own without  
any help or hints. They will encounter traditional multiple-choice  
and open-ended questions, as well as item types typical on  
Common Core-based assessments, including: 

•	Perform computations

•	Plot points on a coordinate plane

•	Answer questions with more  
than one right answer

•	Complete a table

•	Measure or draw a figure
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