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Lesson

(<% 16 Informative Writing

Informative writing usually answers a question or gives information.
It is supported by facts, details, and examples. You uge this fypé
of writing to write reports or answer test questions. You can use
informative writing to tell people about the steps in a-process, 100!
You do this type of writing most often in class.

Informative writing needs to be well organized. You can organi
it in a number of ways: main idea and details;
comparison and contrast, or sequence of steps.

Connecting words help link together ideas in
essay. In a report, you might use connect
also, and but. In a set of directions,
such as then and next.
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Setting up an at-home aquarium can be a great way to benefit
from owning a pet. Fish are quiet, inexpensive, and easy to,care
for. You can buy all the necessary supplies at a pet store:
small rocks, a filter, fish toys, plants, watertreatment chemi

library to find out how to get started. Soon you will
relaxing, and enjoying your own fish aquarium.

Write an informative essay for your /
classmates explaining how to make a

fish aquarium. Use sequential order tg
explain the steps you would take to
your aquarium.

Be sure to:
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B> The next step is for Izzy to make a plan of what she wants to write.
Izzy writes notes about her assignment while she reads abgut.it.

0
~_/

~/
what | have to write—how to MM aq_uarium/\

my subject—making a fish aquarium

who will read my writing—my ahd c(o\ssmaée/s

Y der about
what | have to do—write details [n order about how to do it

A

/ Y
~/
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B> 1zzy uses a graphic organizer to plan her writing. She uses a
sequence chart to show the steps in order. Here is the sequénce
chart Izzy uses:

Subject: How to set up a fish aquarium / ‘

+ N

Step I: Get all the tools and supplies.

v /AN
Step 2: Put the aquarium in the rig@place.
+

Step 3: Add rocks and the fil
v/ 4 /

Step 4: \ 4

Step 5: < \/

N
Step 6: / N \\/

5
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The steps below complete the sequence chart. Label your
choices 4, 5, 6 to complete the sequence chart.

Feed the fish and cover the tank.

Put fish into the tank.

Add water to the aquarium.

make the most sense to complete %m.

L)

The next step is to write the draft.

Step 2: Draft

Read Izzy’s draft. Then answer th

A fish aquarium is a grate choicesfor the hole family. Taking
care of the Mnd theaq
dog or cat. Watching

is eaiser than caring for a

fish swim helps reduce stress and

anxle ,too. Tosetupy wn fish aquarium, follow these

steps

Furst\:rchase wfé; supplies you need. You will need a

@water, small rogks, and a water filter. You can also use
r-treaMemcon and toys for the fish. Don’t
L/ I')
for%t@q the fish, too.
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Place the aquarium where you will look at it. Put it in a safe
place. Add small rocks into the bottom. Put rocks ixf the
bottom. Put the filter on the tank. You can also put ona /~_

heater if you plan to have fish that need Warv/ev‘ \// / / />
temperature. 1 4 / /

Next add water to the tank. You can treat%mter. The

treatments help make the water safe for the fish. Anothe

thing you can do in this step to add oqs an o\nts or th

fish to enjoy.
Wait for one or two days. A@wam f'/h

Finally, put the cover o het{k./ he caver helps keep the
ish safe.
fish saf 4 /

What is the topic sentence? w

N/

[ N

The topic sentence helps readers understand the main
point of the writing.

/\

N

List two things that Iz s’ro’re;cre eeded for the project.

MT wyzt the fish need fo live. J
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What connecting words does Izzy use in the draft?
/\

VAN
[ [/
and ~

Think about the words that help readers under
the order of the steps.

Are the steps in the right order? How do you knoN

- ~7
What would happen if you did-all the steps irn-the J

order Izzy put them? /\

DY
the/draft.

The next step is to revise
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Step 3: Revise

Read the revised draft. Then answer the questions.

A fish aquarium is a grate choice for the hg

care of the fish and the aguarium is eaiser than caring

dog or cat. Watching the fish swim helps reducestk\w /
~
anxiety, too. To set up Your own flm, follo these
\ ~/ /
steps.
/ }om\aﬂﬁ‘t/éore
First, purchase all the supplies you heed. You wiltheed a

tank, water, small rocks, A awater fi tj You can also use

x The tank should be big

water-treatment ch ys fort flsh Don’t enough to hold all
4 the supplies and

forget to buy the fish, toos. for the fish to

easily swim around.
eryone yiill see
Place the agiiariu re atit. Putitinasafe

A
where it wlll not After z{: tank isin the write sp S}‘ at least three inches of
get bumpedPlace. l(dd small rocks i m. Put rocks in the

The rocks hotd food om\d?;ze the fisha place to hide.
bottom. Put the filter he tank. You can also put on a
heate/ if you plan to ;ale/f h that need warmer

tempera re

with special chemicals

/E/xtad¢ ter t the tank. You can treat the wate;\ The
dtmen,ts h\> make the water safe for the fish. Another
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thing you can do in this step to add toys and plants,{or the

fish to enjoy.

Before adding the fish, This helps get nd o :gg/(em /( n thewater.
Wait for one or two daqs/\A‘Fter waiting.

Finally, put the cover on the tank. The cover s keep th

Then enjoy watching the fish swim and play in the ter.
fish safe/\ /I~ /\

Y

What connecting words did I1zzy add to ’rhedkaﬂ'l\
[ ]
oy [ S/ )

Connecting words help ers understand how.two
events are related.

How did Izzy make her writing clearer for readers?

o~
/

[T—
(7
SNV

ock atf the ar’rs that Izzy added. Think about why
ond ow they affect the writing.
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What other information might have Izzy included?

Is there anything you want to know more about

after you finish reading? What do you Mw?

N/

> Peer Review

Use the rubric on the next page to/review 1z2y’s writing and give it
a score. This is called peer review. Readers assign’ a number to tell
how well the writer answered the question. The plbric tells what is

needed for the highest score. It also ve writing might
receive lower scores.
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Informative Writing Rubric

0] scores 32

* The writing answers all parts of the question.

* There is a topic sentence with a clear main idea
¢ All details support the main idea.
* Clear details are used fo explain the steps in order:

* Words are used correctly and well.

* There are almost no mistakes in grammar;-capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling.
-/

* There are some mista

i mmar, capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling.
[T~
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* Many words are not

*_There,are many mistakes in grammar, capitalization, punctuation,
and &wﬁg\
L ’
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What score would Izzy’s draft receive?

Look at the rubric. Which score best describes
Izzy’s revised draft?

Why do you think her writing would receive this s¢ore?

\ D,
Are there any misfokes?/\\ % )
\/

The next step is to edit the d

Step U: Edit
I1zzy made the big correctio raft. The next step is to edit
the draft. IZzy will read-+h in. She will check for mistakes

in grammdr, spelling, and punctugfion. She will use proofreading

symbols toxmark s’ro be made.
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Proofreading Chart
AN

Symbol Example / 7 .

were
N Add letters or words. The dolphins/\b?/utif l./ ] m
® Add aperiod. | heard them We ® </ /

.

= Capitalize a letter. Then i was scared.

AN

AN
C Close up space. They waMo&%‘. 7
4 Add a comma. P}eﬂﬁ\ﬁ}(\b\w\bu’c %dolphin didn’t.

Y
/ Lowercase a letter. He %@Ed to/play, but the}ﬁolphin didn’t.

< ~7
q Begin a new paragraph. q The div@as all alone.
AN

F Deleteletters or words. / Wﬂuﬂ’alone.
N
N/ Switch the position of lettexs .
or words. \ e also) music.

es. Use proofreading

Read Izzy’s draft. Find and co
symbols to show changes.

A fish aqGarium is a grate choice for the hole family. Taking

care of&e\f is?o«/ndAe\a;uarium is eaiser than caring for a

do om%\tm\:?? the fish swim helps reduce stress and

%W. To\)set up Your own fish aquarium, follow these
o/
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First, purchase all the supplies you need from &/pet store.

Youwill need a tank, water, small rocks, and a water filtér. You ,_

cah also use water-treatment chemicals anp&oqs the fish.

The tank should be big enough to hold all thesﬁﬁqs anhd for

the fish to easily swim around. Don’t ferget to buy thefish;too.

Place the aquarium where ever_«éqe WmPAt iv]a

g

safe place where it will not getAu/m,p—ehﬁte @/ isin

the write spot, add small rocks in@ bottom. Put at least

threeinches of rocks in tl*é&ottom. Thegcks hold food and

give the fisha place mhe i eryche tank. You can
\\/
also put on a heater ifyou ptan to have Fish that need warmer

temperature. N \\/
Next addée\ter to thetank:You can treat the water with
special ;hgmicals.T\hehqa@ts help make the water safe
E—
for the fish. Another thing Yyou can do in this step to add toys
and pla\nts forwe fim'iog.

/@orei\okﬁng téfish, wait for one or two days. This helps

Ke%of the\b>>4ew\ico‘ls in the water. After waiting. Add

=

the fis
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Finally, put the cover on the tank. The cover help&keep the

fish safe. Then enjoy watching the fish swim an plaq n m\

water. / /
v

How many mistakes did you find?

/. /\

NP _ /
Are there any mistakes in grammarr,
capitalization, or spelling?

AN

&/

will turn in her
paper to the teacher. The s ilrshare her writing with
her classmates so they will lea an aquarium.
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@ Independent Practice

Read the writing assignment. Then answer the questions.

Step 1: Prewrite

When people look back at the last 100 years,
which person will stand out as an importe
figure in United States history? Write ¢
informative essay to tell about a persc
been an important figure in the last 100

Be sure to:

* follow the five steps of the am
write a topic sentencge that namies the

explain your choice

person

tell how this pergon is-influential or memorable to US

history

use specific facts and examples

O

1. Who is your audignce?

~/
2. What kin FWHW you beirg asked to do?

— ~_ K
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3. Fill in the graphic organizer to plan your writing.

Topic:

Fact/Detail \/

A N \//
Fact/Detail O
AN N

Fact/Detail

~—

\ - —/
Fact/Detail \7
act/Détail \}

/)
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Step 2: Draft

4. Write your draft below. Use the graphic organizer on the previows
page to help you write your draft. Be sure your topic senfence fell
the main idea. Use facts and details to support your mdin ide /?m
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Step 3: Revise
Step U: Edit

5. When you have finished your draft, go back over it. Mdke y
revisions on this page. Then edit your revised draft. Use the fubfic
on page 207 and the proofreading chart on page
your writing. Ask a peer to edit your writing, too.
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