
CONTENTS

What This Book Is About. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3

How to Use This Book. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4

PART I: Holidays That Tell Our Story
We Give Thanks . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5

We’re Free!. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12

We Remember. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19

Reviewing the Stories. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26

PART II: Holidays from Other Countries
Green Is Great. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31

Vive Mexico!. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38

A Great New Year. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45

Reviewing the Stories. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52



© The Continental Press, Inc.    DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.
	 Read • Reason • Write	 19

This is a story about a day to remember people 
who have fought for our country.

We Remember

Josh was excited. Today he was going to 
watch his brother march in a parade. His 
brother Matt was in high school. He played the 
big bass drum in the high school band. Josh 
was going to walk next to the band as it went 
down the street.

Josh’s granddad was coming, too. Granddad 
came in the door. He was wearing a green hat. 
Josh had never seen the hat before. Granddad 
said it was a special hat. It told people that he 
had been in the military. He said today was 
Memorial Day. It was a day to remember people 
who had served our country in the military. 
Some people were in the army like he was. Some 
people were in the navy. Some people were in 
the marines. Some people were in the air force.

Before they left for the parade, Granddad 
had Josh help him put a flag outside the house. 
Granddad said this was one way to remember 
people in the military. He said the parade would 
go by important places. The parade would end in 
the town’s cemetery.
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Josh and his granddad went to the parade. 
They saw Matt at the back of the high school 
band. The parade started. The band played 
patriotic songs. Josh and his granddad walked 
along. The parade stopped next to a statue of 
a soldier. It stopped next to a building. The 
building had a big sign with the names of 
people who had been in the military. Finally, 
the parade ended at the town’s cemetery. Josh 
saw many flags on the graves. He saw many red, 
white, and blue ribbons. He saw many flowers.

There was a crowd at the cemetery. A man 
spoke about the brave people in the military. A 
woman read a poem. Another man told about 
his friends in the army. It really was a day to 
remember. Josh felt very proud.
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Understanding the Story
Here are some questions about the story that you 
just read. Read each one. Then fill in the circle 
beside the best answer. If you are not sure, go 
back and look at the story again.

	 1.	 Who was going with Josh to the parade?

A 	 his best friend

 B 	 his granddad

 C 	 his mother

 D 	 his sister

	 2.	 �What was Josh’s brother Matt going to do  
in the parade?

A 	 lead the parade

 B 	 ride on a float

 C 	 play in a band

 D 	 ride a horse

Factual

Factual
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	 3.	 �Why did Granddad put a flag outside the  
house?

A 	 He did it every day.

 B 	 He did it as a summer decoration.

 C 	 He did it to celebrate the Fourth of July.

 D 	 He did it to remember people in the military.

	 4.	 �Why did the parade stop at a statue and  
a building?

A 	 so the parade marchers could rest

 B 	 to honor people in the military

 C 	 to let traffic pass by

 D 	 so the band could play a song

Inference

Inference
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	 5.	 �Why were the ribbons in the cemetery red, white, 
and blue?

A 	 They are the most popular colors.

 B 	 �They were the colors of the high 
school band.

 C 	 They are the colors of our flag.

 D 	 They were the cemetery’s colors.

	 6.	 �Why is it important to remember people who serve 
in the military?

A 	 Their job is to defend our country.

 B 	 They don’t have families of their own.

 C 	 They like their jobs.

 D 	 They work hard.

Critical 
Reasoning

Critical 
Reasoning
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Summing Up
Josh and his granddad did many different things 
on Memorial Day. Show what you remember 
about the story in the boxes below. Write what 
happened in each of the places. Some ideas are 
already written for you.

At Home During the Parade At the Cemetery

Parade stopped 
at a statue

A woman read a 
poem
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Write About It
Sometimes it is hard to think about what to write 
in a sentence. You just don’t have any ideas. One 
way to practice writing sentences is to take some 
words from the story. Then put the words together 
in your own sentence.

Look at these examples:

Granddad 
hat    parade

Granddad wore a special 
hat to the parade.

Matt    drum 
band

Matt played the bass drum 
in the band.

Now try some sentences on your own. Put the 
words together to make new sentences.

	 1.	 granddad            flag            house

		  ______________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 building            sign            names

		  ______________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 flowers            flags            cemetery

		  ______________________________________________________________________________


