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 1 Dogs on Duty Lesson

16 Journey into Reading © The Continental Press, Inc. Do not duplicate.

For hundreds of years, dogs have helped humans.
They’ve helped hunt and they’ve helped herd
animals. Today they help fight crime and find
missing persons. For a person living with a
disability, a dog can be a personal helper. Dogs 
can be trained to do all sorts of things for people
who need all sorts of help.

Recognizing the Main Idea

The main idea is the most important thing that the author has to
say about the subject he or she is writing about. All the other
information, or details, in the passage supports the main idea. The
author often states the main idea. Look for it near the beginning
or end of the passage. But sometimes the author does not clearly
state the main idea. So you must think about all the details in the
passage. Then decide what idea all those details support. 

The details of an article are put into paragraphs. Each one has
a main idea, too. Sometimes authors use headings to tell the main
idea of a paragraph or group of paragraphs. Headings might
appear in bold or be underlined to catch the reader’s attention.
The main idea of each paragraph points to the main idea of the
whole article. 

Main Idea: Paragraph 1

Main Idea: Paragraph 2

Main Idea: Paragraph 3

Main Idea: Paragraph 4

Main Idea of the Whole Article



VOCABULARY

Read these words and definitions.

alert v. to warn; to make aware of

companionship n. friendship, fellowship, or company

energetic adj. full of strength 

humor n. an amusing quality

nature n. manner of behaving

permitted v. allowed

Use the words above to complete these sentences about dogs.

1. Each dog has its own ___________________________, but they all can be wonderful pets.

2. A hearing dog can ___________________________ his owner to danger.

3. ___________________________ dogs like to play and chase balls.

4. A dog can bring ___________________________ to its owner’s life by doing funny things.

5. Most people enjoy the ___________________________ of their service dogs.

6. Guide dogs are ___________________________ in all public places, including restaurants.
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TIME TO READ

Pals with Paws
You may have seen a blind person walking with a

guide dog. Guide dogs have been helping people who
can’t see for many years. They help their owners get
around safely. But dogs don’t just help blind people.
Today dogs are being trained to help people with all
kinds of disabilities.

Hearing Dogs
Hearing dogs are trained to help people who are deaf. At

home, they alert their owners to sounds like the telephone or
the doorbell. They tell their masters when a timer rings on
the stove. They also listen for warning sounds like smoke
alarms, car horns, or sirens.

Hearing dogs tell their masters about noises by touching.
If the person is asleep, the dog will wake her up. Once the
dog gets its master’s attention, it shows where the sound is
coming from. If the phone is ringing, it will run to the phone.
If it’s the doorbell, the dog will go to the door. 

Like guide dogs, hearing dogs can go everywhere with
their owners. They wear special orange and yellow leashes
and collars. The words HEARING DOG are printed on them.
That way people know that they are permitted in public
buildings and on planes and buses. 

Service Dogs 
Service dogs help people with physical

disabilities. They are trained to do things like open
doors and pull wheelchairs. They can turn on light
switches. They can pick up a cordless telephone that
is ringing. They can fetch items their owners need or
catch things that are dropped. They can also carry
things in a backpack.

disabilities

n. physical or mental conditions

that limit the ability to move, use

the senses, or take part in

activities in the usual way



A main idea web can help you see how the details in a passage
support the main idea. Place the main idea in the middle of the web.
Write the supporting details on the branches of the web. Here’s an
example showing how details in the article support the idea that
service dogs help people with physical disabilities.
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STRATEGY: Main Idea Web

Use details from the article to complete the main idea web below.

They can fetch items
their owners need.

They can open doors
and pull wheelchairs.

Main Idea: Service dogs 
help people with physical 
disabilities.

They can turn on 
light switches.

They can catch things 
that are dropped.

Therapy dogs visit people 
in hospitals and nursing 
homes.

Main Idea: Today 
dogs are being trained 
to help people with all 
kinds of disabilities.



Recalling 
Details

Using
Context Clues

Identifying
Cause-and-Effect

Relationships

Recognizing the
Main Idea

Making Inferences
and Drawing
Conclusions

Writing a 
Response

Think about what you learned from the article about helpful dogs. 
Then circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. Therapy dogs help people who are unable to _____________.

A see 

B hear

C open doors

D leave the house

2. Which word in the article means “a feeling of caring”?

A attention

B affection

C deaf

D gentle

3. Hearing dogs wear special colored leashes and collars so 
that _____________.

A people know not to touch them

B their owners can easily control them

C they can show their owners where to walk safely

D people will know they are allowed in public buildings

4. The article is mostly about _____________.

A how hearing dogs do their job

B how dogs can help people with disabilities

C why therapy dogs should not be too friendly

D why only certain kinds of dogs can be service dogs

5. You can decide from the article that guide dog owners 
probably _____________.

A also have therapy dogs

B meet their dogs before they are trained

C only take their dogs on important outings

D have a very close relationship with their dogs

6. Compare and contrast the jobs of hearing dogs and therapy dogs.
Use details from the article to support your response. 

COMPREHENSION
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Many long words that look hard to read start as simple words. They
become longer and harder to pronounce when prefixes (beginnings)
and suffixes (endings) are added. A root word is a word to which a
prefix and/or suffix can be added to form a new word. The root word of
disabilities, for example, is the word able.

Each of the words in the box is a root word for two of the words below. On the
line after each word, write the word from the box that is its root word.

1. proclaim ________________ 6. encourage ________________

2. discouraged ________________ 7. friendliest ________________

3. temperament ________________ 8. exclamation ________________

4. unfriendly ________________ 9. formal ________________

5. transform ________________ 10. temperature ________________

Use the words above with prefixes and/or suffixes to complete these sentences.

1. Therapy dogs are used to ___________________ people in hospitals.

2. Service dogs sometimes go through many months of ___________________ training.

3. An ___________________ dog would not make a very good guide dog.

4. For people with disabilities, having a service dog could ___________________ their
lives.

5. Therapy dogs must have a gentle ___________________.
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WORD STUDY: Roots and Root Words 

temper claim courage friend form
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