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Focus Lesson: Instructional Text
Title: Make a Nature Trail Guide!

Genre: How-To

Lexile® Measure: 900L

Skill Focus: Sequence

Graphic Organizer: Sequence Chart

Pages 22 and 23

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

bog, poison ivy, trail

Focus Lesson:  Instructional Text

GSfR RIT G4 CC_ATE.indd   37 10/11/13   10:33 AM



© The Continental Press, Inc.  DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.38	 Reading Informational Text

Page 24

Common Core State Standards
RI.4.2	 Determine the main idea of a text and ex-
plain how it is supported by key details; summarize 
the text.

RI.4.8	 Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text.

RI.4.2

RI.4.8

Focus Lesson:  Instructional Text
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Guided Practice
Title: The National Historic Landmark Photo Contest

Genre: Expository Text: Flyer

Lexile® Measure: N/A

Skill Focus: Sequence

Graphic Organizer: Sequence Chart

Pages 127 and 128

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

appreciation, awareness, designations

Common Core State Standards
RI.4.1	 Refer to details and examples in a text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.4.3	 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on 
specific information in the text.

Lesson 3  Informational Text
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Pages 129, 130, 131 , and 132

RI.4.3

RI.4.3 RI.4.1

RI.4.3

RI.4.3 RI.4.3

A photographer should check the National Park Service website to 

determine if a place is a National Historic Landmark.

The photographer should make sure the place is open to the public, 

so that he or she can take photographs of it.

A baseball stadium and a battlefield might be National Historic 

Landmarks.The photographer should have the person sign a release form.

It is not necessary if the person is not recognizable. For example, 

you do not need a signed release form if the person is standing very far 

away.

A National Historic Landmark is a place that has a connection to an 

important person, event, or discovery. A Civil War battlefield would be 

connected to the development of our history. A baseball stadium might 

be connected to an important game or player.

Lesson 3  Guided Practice
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Page 133

Independent Practice
Title: How Pollen Tells Us About Climate

Genre: Expository Text

Lexile® Measure: 1020L

Skill Focus: Cause and Effect 

Graphic Organizer: Cause-and-Effect Chart

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

core sample, pollen, problematic, spores

Common Core State Standards
RI.4.1	 Refer to details and examples in a text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.

RI.4.4	 Determine the meaning of general aca-
demic and domain-specific words or phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI.4.5	 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chro-
nology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solu-
tion) of events ideas, concepts, or information in a 
text or part of a text.

Lesson 3  Informational Text
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Page 134

Answer Analysis

	1A	� Choice A is the correct answer. Paragraph 4 
tells that pollen grains are very small. Choice B 
is incorrect because pollen grains have firm and 
strong walls. Choice C is incorrect because they 
can last for a long time in water. Choice D is 
incorrect because they do sink in water.

B	� Choice A is the correct answer because this 
supports the answer in Part A that pollen 
grains are very small. Choices B, C, and D are 
incorrect because these statements do not give 
details about how small the pollen grains are.

	2A	� Choice A is the correct answer. Paragraph 3 
explains how scientists study pollen grains,  
step by step in a sequential manner. Choices B,  
C, and D are incorrect because paragraph 3 
doesn’t compare things, show a cause and its 
effect, or tell about a problem and how it was 
solved.

RI.4.1

RI.4.1

RI.4.5

Lesson 3  Independent Practice
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