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Test Yourself

Read the passage. Then answer the guestions.
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@ Skill Strategy

Inferences and Conclusions—see pages 13-14 of the teacher’s edition

© Vocabulary

impractical, irrelevant, latitudes, navigated, strait, variation

Until 2009. That year, shrinkage of the Arctic ice because of global
warming had left the Northwest Passage navigable by large cargo
ships during the summer months. Now a new question has arisen.
Is the passage part of Canada, as the Canadians claim? Or, is it an
international strait, as other nations would have it? Neither side hopes it
will take as long to resolve the issue as it did to open the passage.
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as ships would get stuchvige The illustration shows what that

actually means. It wasn’t like Memg /!tuck on an icy street.

Wate/ would freeze around the ship,-t }f/ng it and crushing it.

RH.8.7.

2 Why was Baffin Island a barrier to explorey$ searching for the
Northwest Passage? Analyze how the map on page 162 helps you

f the question.
/W{ Z‘m Island is a large island stretching from southeast to

/ /no/ Mst. Explo%ﬁmﬂ;{g from Europe would have to pick their

\ ( M@ up its eastern siae before they could turn west. That took

them scyfé n&th thq/t they ran into ice. RH.8.7
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O Listening/Speaking

© ELLs

Using the Internet, have students find an animated video sequence that demonstrates
how the Arctic pack ice has been shrinking in recent decades. Have students discuss
who will benefit from this change and who will be harmed by it.

Have students think about some problems that modern technology has solved. Invit
students to share their problems and solutions with the class.
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3 Ships going through the strait north of Baffin Island passed between i
and

A Greenland

B Banks Island
( C Devon Island )
D King William Island

4 The article mentions a controversy between Canada and other nations
over whether the Northwest Passage is ir/Canadian or international
waters. What conclugions can you draw/about this dispute from
looking at the map?

Fromtthe map;-it looks like the
at it;&‘ar eastern and western ends, t@entire route goes between
isldnds that are part Canha\ RH./8.7

nadians have a case. Except

5 Evaluate how this topic \rﬁight be bet

nderstand in a@:ﬂt medium.
A video presentation showi

of nMng the Nmst Passage much clearer and easier to understand.
____You could s}ﬂm icebergs /gnd realize how difficult it would be for a ship to

maneuver-among them. Video animation on a computer screen could also show

presented and easier to

the actual locations would make the problem

the routes taken bgtbé various explorers in a dynamic way, and photographs
Wt you be a?té to see what the explorers themselves saw. RI.8.7
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