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Vocabulary
homo sapiens
serendipity
sonar
switchback

You boot up a
computer

Text Featureg

present the ideas as clearly as possible. There are many ways that/a text
may be structured.

You type in
ine  =>» whatyou're
searching for

=> Web browser
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Comparison and Contrast

A third way writers organize information is by pointing out similarities
and differences. When you note similarities between two things, actions, or
ideas, you're comparing. When you note differences between them, you're

contrasting.
This Venn diagram compares and contrasts two ar;c"ﬂient culture&

develop
Africa

flourlshedc 3 00

developed in Asia

flourished c. 2500-
1500 B.c.

developed in
river valleys

R —AD 350
traded mostly by ver be
water tradaerddmd,stly >

destroyed b
warlike

|nva5|o\

religion centered on
Egyptian gods
and goddesses

religion’centered
on “mother
goddess”

Indus VaIIey

The middle of the dlagram shows how the Indus Valley culture and the
Kush were similat. It compares the two civilizations. The outer part of each
circle shows how the two V\?e%a\ffereli:hey contrast the two civilizations.

ays that a

hors might choose to organize

These are some othe
1nformatlon -

® as a series of problems and- solutlons

e asa senes of questlons and answers

® in order of 1mportance from greatest to least

/Can you think of others\
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Guided Practice

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

. serendipity
How Do Crocodiles Cross Oceans? / naking lucky discoveries
y accident

N
//

/

by Clarice Jones //

/
Science has made another discovery by serendipity. Researd/ers in / / / /
Australia who were investigating how crocodiles establish their ferritoryV /
have accidentally solved a scientific mystery: How did the salt 4/
crocodile, a poor swimmer, manage to populate so many widely
scattered regions, from India to Australia and countless islands between?
The saltwater crocodile is the world’s largest reptile. It lives and
hunts in estuaries, the environment where freshwaterrivers meet the / \
sea. It spends most of its life in salty water, but it mu St drink fresh
and it takes much of its prey on land. Now and then, sailors have
reported seeing large crocodiles far out at sea,?a‘@ci@s@\
unable to confirm or explain the sightings. ,
The Australian scientists were studying t}n/e habits of crocodiles

/

along a 39-mile stretch of the Kennedy River. They%qggéd 27 adult @%

saltwater crocodiles with sonar transmitters and tracked the/{r sonar
movements for more than a year. They a system for locating
sexes regularly traveled to the mouth ¢f the ri objects under water
key discovery was that they always began their journeys withi ) by the reflection of

of the tide changing. When the tide'reversed, the crocs would’climb sound waves

Hamish Campbell, realized tha

were riding the river’s current
they made sea voyages, too-~by riding currents on the ocean surfaces.

been gathered from satellite trackin

correlating the crocodiles’ movements wi

currents, they determ/ﬁiﬁ‘ﬁa&im&lg were indeed following the
same strategy they did in rivers. One croc w@und to have traveled
366 miles over 25 days riding?zzent that develops off Australia’s north
coast. Another was tracked moving throug the Torres Straits, notorious
among sailors for its strong currents. When the current turned against it,
the crocodile swam into a bay.and waited. After four days, the current
reversed d}éﬁnjﬁd

ti resu/med its journey.

The dfscove(y plains me altwater crocodile has remained
one species instead of diverging into many species in its isolated
habitats. There hM en regular mixing and mating among the
populations of di ?fisléends nd river systems. What is still not clear
is why crocodiles u ertaﬁ?/ease long voyages. Campbell thinks that
it may have something to-do with fish migrations. The crocodiles may
be riding the currents to satisfy their huge appetites.
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Analyze the structure of the passage. Which of these best describes how
the passage is organized?

A It describes a step-by-step process.

B It describes a series of causes and effects. AN

C It defines a problem and then explains the solution.
D

It presents information in order of importance, from greatest VAN
to least. ,, L/ /) /

% “How do Crocodiles Cross Oceans?” is an article that exmams a sclentlflc

discovery and how it was made. Part of the passage describes a step-by-step
process, and it does describe a couple of cause-and-effect relatlohshlps but
the most interesting information—the main |dea%—appear in‘the middle of
the article. The first two paragraphs set forth a probTem that had puzzled

scientists, and the next two explain how |t was\solved The correct answer is
choice C. o O

~
N

RN ‘ N/

What is the purpose of paragraph 2 in the syt"r'Ucture“@f \’;h’é passage?

‘‘‘‘‘ ”

was. The second paragraph eXpIalns Why it was a mystery. Here is a sample
answer: ) TTT— .

Paraglcaph 2 6§<}Q|aﬁif’l‘5 a’ométhing about the habits of the
saltwater crocodlle and why scientists couldn’t figure out how it
(}OUId 6P6Hd 50 much tlrﬁ@ at sea. The rest of the article explains
how t«heyf(gured lt aut
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Passage 2:

Scout Troop 161 Sunrise Lake Hike and Picnic
Saturday, July 13
Getting There

From the Capitol Expressway, take Route 24 (exit 73) west for, 46
miles to the town of Stillicoe. Continue 1.8 miles past Stillicoe and tum
right on County Road 68. At 1.2 miles, keep left where the road forks. At
2.7 miles, pass under a railroad bridge. At 3.6 miles, turn right onto an
unmarked gravel road. At 7 miles, turn right onto a rutted dirt road k
for a sign with a hiker icon) and drive about 120 feet to the parking area.

The Hike

Sunrise Lake is a three-mile hike from
the trailhead with a 1,240-foot elevation gain.
Allow about a half hour per mile, longer if
you're hiking with small children. For the first
half mile, the trail follows Surprise Creek.
After you cross the creek on a log bridge, the/
trail turns left through a cool forest of oak and alder% cllmb is gradual

a good place to stop for a rest and a shack. From he
series of switchbacks up the mountalnfor ali

disturb any of the new growth on the h11151de At 2.8 rhlles you reach the
ridge crest. Turn right, and drop down the last 0.2 mile through meadow
and talus slope to Sunrise Lake: i ill be neay the big rock you'll
see jutting out into the lake to the left.

FAQ

Is the water in Sunrlse Lake drlnkable‘? No” unless you bring
water-purification tahlets (avaﬂable at the Scout Shop) or a pump filter.
Bring at least two quarts of wéter per person

What about food? Brmg sandw1ches snacks, and other prepared
food. Camphfes are not allowed at Sunrise Lake, but leaders are

bringing backpzji;l}g/stove&(or coffee and hot chocolate.

What else should I bring? Every 1r1d1v1dual should have warm
elothmg and rain gear.
insect repellent, a ¢
station in Stillicoe). /

rery group of hikers should have sunscreen,
1pass, and a trail map (available at the ranger

How do scouts ge'teljegljr/t{)r the hiking merit badge? See Ms.
Hollowell or Mr. Kraemer to get checked off at trail’s end.

§ § switchback

trail or road that
winds up a steep
hill or incline
rather than going
straight up
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5 Analyze passage 2. What two organizational structures did the
author use?

6 Read this sentence from passage 2.
At 3.6 miles, turn right onto an unmarked gravel road.

Why is this an important sentence?

7 What will hikers find after they ré\ach thé‘jupgtion with-the Coyote
Ridge trail? N O

AN
AN

A The trail gets steeper, o N “
B There are waterfalls ‘toxs‘ee. h

C Thereis a log bridge to cr(‘j“s‘s.a_

D

The forest becomes more-dense.
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