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6R2, 6-8RH2, 6-8RST2
LESSON

5

Main Idea and Summaries

Think of the last book you read. What was it about? Canf you
answer that question in a single sentence?

Everything you read is about something. Every book /every chapter,
every paragraph has a main idea. Identifying that main.idea—

answering the question “What's it about? "—is one of the~most
important reading skills. Once you know what you're reading
about, the details all seem to fall into place. The main ideas of eac
chapter or section are details that support t in ideas of the
book or article. The main ideas of each paragraph are details that
support the chapter.

Guided Practice

VOCABULARY
cacophony
Cologne
exempted

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

from Nike
by Paul Prige

price of an inn.

cacophony
loud confusion of
noise

2 People wandered

o music played by an old

charm.\It hung on adeathér thong, and Chion slipped it under his tunic.
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Research the ancient
Greek Olympian games
in the library or on

the Internet. When

and where were they
held? What sports were
included? How did they
differ from the modern
Olympic Games?

h
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9 Chio éther Lysander had seen him buy the
he-Athenians are?” he asked, looking around
ner. “I was delayed and only just got here.”

two stW

2dolichos: a race of about 3 miles, or 5 km
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11 The two young men passed many temples, statues, and altars to

the gods, a reminder, if Chion needed one, that Olympia was a sacred
place. On the first day of the games, tomorrow, a hundred bulls would b¢
sacrificed to Zeus. In the days that followed, boxers and wrestlers would
compete before Zeus's altar. To the east of the field was the great stad
with its 40,000 seats, where in three days Chion would be racing.

12 Chion felt a surge of pride at being Greek. The gymnasium wa
filled with athletes from every city-state. Some were there with thei
slave attendants, and there were a few foreign barbaros among the food
sellers, but only free Greeks were allowed to compete in the Games

or even to watch. Only Greeks understood how athletic training and

competition glorified the gods and brought honor to a yoing man and to
his city. Apart from a brave death in battle, being crowned with laurel at
the Olympian Games was the highest honor a man could-achieve. Chion

13 Chion knew, too, that if he came home with'a laurgl crown, Athens
would reward him with a gift of money. He might be pted fyom

taxes for life. Chion eyed a slave wiping down his master’'with

Y exempted
apd h'e shuddere’d inside. Perhaps that slave had once been_ adree man released from an
like himself who’d been sold because h obligation

harvests, on top of the expenses his
Athens’ high council had pushed thé

14 He had to win.
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Which sentence expresses the main idea of paragraph 1?

A Chion could hear the hum, like a swarm of bees, from half a
mile away.

B Chion felt his excitement growing.

Chion rounded a small hill and stared at the swarming fielg
of the Temple of Zeus.

D For five days, the tents would house athletes, coaches, judge
spectators—anyone who could not afford the price of an inn.

In most paragraphs, the topic sentence carries the ma
Chion’s approach to the site of the Games. The scene

Write a sentence that expresses the main idea of paragraph 2.

Paragraph 2 has no topic sentence. It does-have a topic, theugh. Here is a sample answer:

Chion notices the sights am

é' <>
Q)'_

S /5

3

O,

)

Analyze what happens in paragraph 3, and explai
/ X
\/

Look at what hat does it tell you about him?
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How does the title suggest the main idea of the story?

/™
/SN
/4/ /)

The plot of this story—the series of events that happen—is about a young man competing
in the Games. The theme of the story—what it’s about beyond the events that happen—i
suggested by the title.

Write a summary of the passage.

the most important supporting
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

1 For my 13th birthday, [ was given a spinning wheel.
Mother was a good hand at carding wool. People used
wool, and we washed, carded, spun, and wove it o
plenty of clothes. Mother used alder bark to dye the clo
bark to dye it butternut color....

so that children had no/chance to grow u iledvor selfish. They had to
learn to share their things.and to Both the boys and the
/so they had very little time
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What is the main point Mrs. Morris makes in her interview?

A She and her mother made their own clothes.

B She had a busy life growing up as a pioneer girl.

C People who got sick could not rely on skilled care.

D People of her generation were helpful and resourceful.

Each paragraph in this excerpt has its own topic, but they all support one
Morris expresses that idea best in the middle of paragraph 2: “...the pioneers-of Oregon
had more time to be kindly, thoughtful, and considera

Summarize what paragraph 1 is mainly about.

passage?

A Catherine describes ho

B Catherine expresses/the usual criticisms that older people make of
the young.

C Catherine reflects on the ki
generation.
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Write your own summary of the passage. Analyze how Morris’s central idea

is conveyed through the supporting details. /§
/ AN

1 In Koln, a town of monks and borie

2 And pavements fang’d with T Cologne, or Koln, was

3 And rags and hags, and/hi : originally an ancient

4 [ counted two and sey Roman military fortress.

5 All well defined, and Its name comes from

6 Ye Nymphs' that reign o’ersewers and sinks, Colonia, Latin for

7 The river Rhine, it is well knows “colony.”

8 Doth wash your-city of Cologne;? h
9 But tell me, Nymphs, what p
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N
"nymphs: water spirits"from/mythology

2Cologne:acity inGermany; alsg a fragrant liquid or mild perfume. KéIn is the
German name for t
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Interpret the main idea that Coleridge expresses in this poem.
A Cologne is a bad place to visit.
B Cologne is a bad-smelling city.
C The streets of Cologne are dangerous.
D

Travel can be an unpleasant experience.

Coleridge comments on the streets (a metaphor compares the paving stenes to fangs),
but he’s not critical of foreign places in general, and most of the poem focuse
negative feature.

Analyze the poem’s meaning. What is the source of the hume

[ [ ) ]

What do people usually associate wi

Test Yourself

2 The earliest astronome i hose name we

know was E : vasn't her real

name; it ing “Fligh priestess-ornament of
heaven/ Her re n\ost to history. What is
known was about 2285 to 2250 BC, and
was appointed gh)post by her father, the mighty
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3 This was in Mesopotamia, the land known today as Iraq. Sargon
was an emperor who ruled the city-states of Sumer from his capital
at Babylon. His daughter was the first known holder of the title En-
Hedu’Anna. It was an important political post. As high priestess of
Inanna, the moon goddess, it was her job to observe and record
the movements of the planets and stars. Those movements could
mean life or death to the people of Mesopotamia, as they regulat
the agricultural cycle of planting, growing, and harvesting. The hi
priestess could make or bring down kings, if she declared that they ha
lost the goddess’s favor. Perhaps this was why Sargon began the tradition
of appointing royal daughters to the position.

4 The Temple of Inanna was En-Hedu’Anna'’s observatoyy.
a learning center where people studied math, science, a
calendar they created from their observations is still used
religious holidays by Jews, Christians, and Muslims.

refers to her sacred work as astronomer-priestess:

6 The true woman who has surpassing wi

. ; lapis-lazuli
She uses a tal?let of lapis-lazuli, T 6 T R
She gives advice to all lands... color

She measures the heavens,
She places measuring cords on t

A

B En-Hedu'Anna was the earliest kne
C Early farmers depended o

D En-Hedu'A

the king.

o~

topic'sente

2 Which of these is the ce of paragraph 1?

if any distinction among magic,

priests and priestesses.
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3 Paragraph 2 mainly explains ___ .
A who En-Hedu'Anna was
B when En-Hedu'Anna lived
C what the title En-Hedu’Anna meant

D why Sargon of Akkad was important

4 Which of these best states the main idea of paragraph 3?
A Mesopotamia was where scientific observation began.

The position of high priestess held a great deal/of powe
oon goddess.

B
C People in ancient Mesopotamia believed in a
D Kings traditionally named their daughters

5 What is the main thing the author wantg'you t
in ancient Mesopotamia?

L5

/ 7

6 Write a summary of the passage.
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