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5 Main Idea and Summaries

NYS NEXT GENERATION ENGLISH
LANGUAGE ARTS LEARNING STANDARD

4R2 Determine a theme or central idea of text
and explain how it is supported by key details;
summarize a text. (Rl & RL)

Introduction

Read, or have students read, the instructional text.
Students should be able to identify the main idea

of any passage they read, regardless of its position.
Encourage students to look for a topic sentence

in shorter passages. In longer passages, students
should be able to identify the main idea in two to
three sentences. Recognizing the main idea is key to
understanding the passage.

Guided Practice

Guide students as they work together as a dass, in
pairs or groups, or individually. Offer assistance to
students as needed.

Title: Seaman Saves the Day
Genre: Informational/Histgry

Lexile® Measure: 600L-700

VOCABULARY

To help with comprehension, review these
vocabulary words with students-before they read

Newfoundland

58 UNIT2

paces 59 ano 60

LESSON

5

VOCABULARY
exploration

the details that support the mafidea of the whole section.

Guided Practice

Refad'the passage. Then answer the questions.

Seaman Saves the Day
by Damien West

1 When Lewis and Clark setf{ to explore t}fe American Wesy a furry,
qQur-legged friend joined them. This*urry flend named Seargan was

< Research Newfoundland
dogs. Write about what

‘would make them good
traveling companions.

t and shot the bear before it could hurt any of
Seaman saw a large buffalo bull that had come near
he buffalo move away just by being there. Lewis
Ame near the tent, my dog saved us by causing him to

squirrels, which
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4 Seapfan became an important member of the exploration team. We
him riding in their boat and running alongside them as they
avgled. He was always walchlng for animals that could hurt them. His O
bark would tell them that something was wrong. new place

exploration
the act of traveling to

5 Without Seaman, the team would have experienced many more
dangers on their trip west! Perhaps we would not know the West as we
know it now without Seaman.

What is this passage mainly about?
A the American West
B Lewis and Clark's travels

C Sacagawea

The passage is “about” all these things in some way, but they are not what the passage is
mainly about. The passage has one central focus.

Which sentence best expresses the main idea of paragraph 1?7

A When Lewis and Clark set off to explore the American West, a
furry, four-legged friend joined them

B This furry friend named Seaman was Lewis's Newfoundland dog.

C  Lewis bought Seaman for $20 in 1803.

D Because Lewis's handwriting was hard to read, people thought the
dog's name was “Scannon.”

In most paragraphs, there is one sentence that tells the main idea of the paragraph.
It’s called the topic sentence. It can be anywhere in the paragraph, but often the topic
sentence is the first sentence. The sentences that follow give more details about the topic.

Continental Press, Inc
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5 Main Idea and Summaries

Title: The Talkative Tortoise
Genre: Fable
0L-70

, mutter,
ous,

© The Continental Press, Inc. DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.
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Identify the topic sentence Af paragraph 2.

Seaman protected the camp from mafly danggrous animals. AN

supported by these details.

Determine which o
passage.

left out of a suphmary of the

A As ahunter, Seaman he catch food for thé explorers.

Seaman was a well-known member of the feam of explorers.

il ideas and important details in a passage. Which
's are important details? Which sentence does not add to your understanding of
inidea?

inental UNIT 2 Key Ideas and Details
DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.

ite a summary of the passage.

Seaman was Lewis's dog that accompanied him, Clark, Sacagawea, and the rest of the

explorers as they traveled through the American West. Seaman protected the camp

from large animals, caught animals for them to eat as food, and helped them stay alive.

Seaman was an important member of the exploration team.

You can summarize a passage by thinking of the main idea of each section or paragraph.

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Talkative Tortoise
a fable from India

1 Tortoise lived near a pond in the enormous forest. One beautiful day,
he spotted two geese that had come to the pond for a drink.
2 “Why haven't we seen you here before?” the geese asked Tortoise.

3 “Well,  usually stay indoors,” Tortoise said. “I prefer to be alone
because I don't have many friends.”

4 “We hope to see you again,” the geese said as they departed.

5 Tortoise began to leave his home more, and he often met the geese
at the pond. They all had fun together.

6 Soon, the pond started to dry up. The animals had a difficult time
finding food. Before the geese left to find a new place to live, they visited
Tortoise.

7 “We have decided it is time to move before we die in this desertlike
forest. The pond has nearly dried up,” the geese told Tortoise. “We hope
you have a prosperous life, and we will surely miss you.”

8 “Don't leave me behind to become parched and die!” Tortoise yelled. parched
“Please take me with you; [ beg you!” dry, or thirsty
9 “How can birds that fly take a tortoise that travels on the ground? You
can't fly!” they said to Tortoise.

ontinental Press, Inc.

62 UNIT 2 KeyIdeas and Details he
N DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.

UNIT2 59



5 Main Idea and Summaries paces 63-65

10 “Iknow, but I have a plan. I will explain how you can take me with What makes the geese decide thg
you if you promise you won't leave me,” Tortoise said.

need to leave
A The geese were bored

B The pond is nearly rﬂ

C Tortoise is annoyifig the geese.

11 “If we can take you, we will. What is your suggestion?” they asked
Tortoise.

12 Tortoise told the geese that he would find a sturdy
stick. The two geese would each hold one end of the
stick in their feet as they flew. Tortoise would use his
mouth to hold onto the middle of the stick while they
flew. The geese would be able to carry him to their
new dwelling place.

D The geese wanfed to fly south.

This question‘asks about a detail that supports the main idéa of the
decided to leave the-farest. Look for the reason in the text.

13 “We think that will work,” one of the geese said.
“Let’s go search for a stick!”

How does Tortoise respond when the gee:
are traveling?

ell him not to talk while they
14 Before they began to soar, the geese reminded
Tortoise that while they were flying and he was
holding on to the stick, he would not be able to move
his mouth. He wouldn't be able to utter a sound.

A He laughs at them.

B He refuses to go with them because he is afrai}L
PN
((C™He tells them he understands this and is not £tupid

nother way to travel to the new/ond.

15 “You must not talk while we are flying. If you do, your mouth will
open and you will plummet toward the earth and surely die,” they said.
“Please stay absolutely quiet until we find a new pond.”

16 “l am not ignorant,” Tortoise said. “I know what will happen if [
mutter a sound.”

graph 16. It tells Tortoise’s

17 Tortoise enjoyed seeing the beautiful sights on the journey. However,
when they came to a large city, he heard people shouting about two
geese carrying a silly tortoise. Tortoise could see that they were pointing
at him. They were laughing at him so much that he wanted to hide in his
shell. He didn't like that they were saying hurtful things about him, and
he became angry.

18 When he couldn't take it anymore, Tortoise opened his mouth to yell
back at the people. He fell from the sky and landed on the ground near
the crowd.

19 “What a stupid tortoise,” the people said while the geese cried that
they lost their friend. <

20 “Didn't Tortoise know that happiness comes from keeping quiet?” the
geese asked each other.

©The Continental Press, Inc. UNIT 2 Key Ideas and Detaily' \ 64 UNIT2 KeyIdeas and Details ©The Continental Press, Inc
DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL. N / DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.

Determjfie which sentence summarizes how Tortoise would travel.

He would hold onto the middle of a large stick while the geese
carried him and the stick through the air.

B One of the geese would carry a stick while Tortoise held on to it.

C  Tortoise would follow the geese by swimming to their new home in
a distant pond.

D The geese would hold a stick between them while Tortoise held on
and floated on the water behind them.

The sentence that best summarizes how Tortoise would travel to his new home with the
geese gives the most correct information. Did the threesome travel in the air or on water?

Write a summary of the story.

Tortoise doesn't want to stay in the forest because the pond is drying up and his friends,

the geese, are leaving. He fells the geese that he wants to go with them. He says that if

they each carry one end of a stick, then he can hold on to the middle while they fly. The

geese agree and remind him not to talk while they are flying. Tortoise laughs that they

would remind him not fo talk. However, when people start to laugh at Tortoise when they

see him flying, he becomes angry and opens his mouth fo yell at them. Then he falls to

the ground.

Because the story is short, your summary should be even shorter. Your answer should
include only the main things that happen in the story.

Continental Pr UNIT 2 KeyIdeasand Details 65
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5 Main Idea and Summaries

Title: Uphill
Genre: Poetry

VOCABULARY

journey, morn, wayfarers

Test Yourself

class.

© The Continental Press, Inc.
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Read the poem. Then answer the questigns.

1 Does the rogd wind uphill all

2 Yes, to thefery end.

3 Will the gay’s journey take the whol& long day?
4 From ngorn to night, my friend.

5 But s thereferthe night a resting-place?

6  Aroof for when ffreslow, dark hours begin.

7 May not the darkness fide it from my face?

8  You cannot miss that inn.

9 Shall I meet other wayfarers' at nigft2
10 Those who have gone before.

11 Then must | knock, or call when just in sight?
They will not keep you waiting at that dooy

Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and we:
bor you shall find the sum.

at is the main idea that Rosetti expresses in this

A hen we travel to any place, we always

CB\L\fe’MS are hard, but you find fnelﬁs and rest.)
C

will all fin

“wayfarers: people who travel on foot

Continental Press, Inc
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rpret what Rosetti means by “Will there be beds for me and all who
eek?” in line 15.

Rosetti is saying that at the end of our lives we will find rest.

In this poem, Rosetti is asking questions about her journey through life. The journey is not
easy and is filled with difficulty. In each stanza, she crafts the main idea as a question.
Then she uses details to answer her question.

Test Yourself

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Fort Johnson
by Li Zhou

1 AtFort Johnson, you'll visit a house that’s over 250 years old. You'll
see rooms furnished as they were when it was new. You'll see tools,

weapons, and crafts of early America. George Washington visited this
house once. He may even have used the privy which still stands. At least, privy
people around here say he did.

outdoor restroom

2 Fort Johnson stands near Amsterdam, New York. The Mohawk River
flows nearby. In colonial days, the river was a busy highway. That's why
William Johnson built this house in 1742.

c ent UNIT 2 KeyIdeasand Details 67
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5 Main Idea and Summaries

Answer Rationales

1. Paragraph 1 introduces the topic of the entjre
passage, so its main idea is a very general
statement about what Fort Johnson is: /At Fort
Johnson, you'll visit a house that's ovey’250 years
old.” The other sentences provide details about
house's features and history. Choice A is correct.
(4R2)

2. The topic sentence of paragraph 2 is “That'’s

about the location and why it was
Choice D is correct. (4R2)

(4R2)

museum, suc asf nishings and possessions from
the era and costurned guides. (4R2)

62 UNIT?2
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3 Johnson was an English soldi¢r and trader. He
in the Mohawk Valley. He traded with American Jidians and settlers.

Johnson wanted to preserve pleace in the regioff. Becauge he learned
their language and traded hbnestly, he won tife trust of the powerful

and their enemies.
warriors in battle.
representative among al
William Johnson.

Independence from England began. Ameri
off Fort Johnson to make bullets. The furniture
old house remained.

fascinating
very interesting

UNIT 2 KeyIdeas and Details ©The Continental Press, Inc
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1 VZSemence tells the main idea of paragraph 1?

(A At Fort Johnson, you'll visit a house that's over 250 years oldv)

B You'll see rooms furnished as they were when it was new.
C You'll see tools, weapons, and crafts of early America.

D George Washington visited this house once.

2 Which is the topic sentence of paragraph 2?
A Fort Johnson stands near Amsterdam, New York.
B The Mohawk River flows nearby.
C In colonial days, the river was a busy highway.
(D That's why William Johnson built this house in 1742.)

3 The main idea of paragraph 3 is that

A Johnson was an English trader and soldier

(B Johnson won the respect of American \nd\ans)

C Johnson built the biggest house in the area

D in Johnson's day, New York was ruled by England

4 What is paragraph 5 about?

Paragraph 5 is about Fort Johnson. It fells how the house became a museum. It also tells

about the kinds of things you will see there, such as original possessions and people in

costume.

UNIT 2 KeyIdeasand Details 69
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5 Main Idea and Summaries pace 70

5. The sampler is singled out as one article in the
museum,s Co”eCtIOH Only the maln Idea Of the 5 Which of these facts gbout the sampler/in the laét paragr:
paragraph should be included, that the sampler is .
a picture made in yarn stitched on cloth. The rest B_twas magd by a 10-year-olg/gi.

. . . . (C Itwsap\g{uremademyarr\(ﬂ\tcheq/ondoth.)
of the sentences are supporting details. Choice C is 5 lodated i a second-foor boom.
correct. (4R2)

6. A summary is a way to tell only the most important

Fort Johnson is a museum rear Amsterdam, New York. Its a housgbuiilt in colonial days

|d eas . M a ny d |ffe rent Su m ma rl eS a re posslble by Sir William Johnson. He wasMw\ho}:s known fo:jy(g fair to the American
StUdentS ShOU |d recog n |Ze the malﬂ |dea that Fort Indians. In the house, you'll see fumiture an er itemns fronycolonial days. There's also a

. . sampler made by a 10-year-old girl. /N
Johnson is a museum in Amsterdam, New York, /\ /
and is a colonial-era house built by an English

S 4
trader, Sir William Johnson. Johnson had a good
relationship with American Indians and won their
respect. The house today is a museum furnished

with objects from colonial times, and includes a
sampler made by a young girl. (4R2)

fhe C
MAT
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ol
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See pages 14-15 of the teacher’s editign.

ELLS ACTIVITY

Have students discuss the kinds of advice parents
in their culture give them that might make
suitable messages to be stitched into a sampler.
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