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5
Your friend wants to tell you about a book he read. Your 
first question is, “What is the book about?” He should 
be able to tell you in only a few sentences. 

Any text you read is about something. Every text has a main 
idea. Telling someone the main idea means you will answer the 
question, “What is the book about?” It is an important reading 
skill. When you know what you are reading about, details are 
clear. The main ideas of part of a text are the details that back up 
the main ideas of the whole text. 

Guided Practice
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

“The World of Tomorrow”
1	 New York’s World’s Fair was held in 1939 and 1940. It was 
held in New York City. America was just coming out of the 
Great Depression. People were ready to look towards the 
future.

2	 The fair was named “The World of Tomorrow.” There 
were many special exhibits. They showed new and exciting 
products. People from around the world came to the fair. 
Many countries built buildings where they displayed food and 
products from their land.

3	 Parents could walk around and look at the buildings and 
cars. Children could check out the amusement area. There 
were many rides. They could ride a roller coaster or the 
exciting parachute jump. There were games and shows, too. 
People loved to visit the Futurama exhibit. It showed what a 
town of the future might look like. Electro, a 7-foot-tall robot, 
was also popular. The robot could speak and walk. There 
were many things for the whole family to do at the fair!

Main Idea and Summaries

3R2

Vocabulary
exhibits
robot
vacuum

exhibits 
displays of objects 
for people to look 
at
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4	 New York’s World’s Fair was open for two years. Over 
44 million people visited. In 1940, the World’s Fair’s name 
changed to “For Peace and Freedom.” Sadly, World War II 
began soon after the fair ended. Countries that had been 
together at the fair began fighting each other. 

What is this article mainly about?

A	 New York’s World’s Fair

B	 Electro

C	 New York City

D	 Futurama

All of these details are in the passage. However, they are not all what the 
passage is mostly about. Think about the most important idea.

Which sentence best expresses the main idea of paragraph 1?

A	 People were ready to look towards the future.

B	 It was held in New York City.

C	 New York’s World’s Fair was held in 1939 and 1940.

D	 America was just coming out of the Great Depression.

In most paragraphs, there is one sentence that tells the main idea. It is called 
the topic sentence. The other sentences tell more details about it.

Televisions were 
introduced to the 
public during the 
fair. Soon people 
could buy TVs in 
stores around New 
York City.
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What is an important detail in the second paragraph?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

This paragraph tells about the name of the fair. The name was “The World of 
Tomorrow.” Think about a detail that helps to support the fair’s name. Here is 
a sample answer:

The fair had exhibits that showed new and exciting products.

What is the topic sentence of paragraph 3? What details  
support it?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

The topic sentence is not always the first sentence.
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Which of these ideas should not be in a summary of the 
passage?

A	 The fair was named “The World of Tomorrow.”

B	 New York’s World’s Fair was held in 1939 and 1940.

C	 Electro was seven feet tall.

D	� There were many things for the whole family to do at the 
fair.

A summary tells the main ideas. It tells the most important details. Which 
choice is not very important?

Write a summary of the passage.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Think about the main idea of each paragraph.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Monkey and a Crocodile
a fable from India

1	 Monkey and Crocodile were 
best friends. Monkey lived at the 
top of a coconut tree near the 
river, and Crocodile would visit 
Monkey.

2	 “Hop on top of my back,” 
Crocodile said to Monkey. “I will 
take you on a relaxing ride around 
the river. When we are done, I’ll 
return you to your tree.”

3	 When Crocodile returned to his home, his wife told him 
she was sick. 

4	 “Someone told me that I will die if I don’t eat the liver of a 
monkey,” she told her husband. “Go get a monkey’s liver for 
me. You will save my life if you do.”

5	 The next day, Crocodile went to see Monkey. 

6	 “My wife would like you to come to our house for dinner. 
She has prepared something delicious that you will love. Hop 
on my back, and we will go!” Crocodile said. He was nervous 
as they swam home, but he saw no other way to help his wife.

7	 While he was swimming along, Crocodile could not keep 
silent any longer. He told Monkey about why they were really 
going to his house. Monkey had to think quickly. What should 
he do to save his life?

8	 “My good friend and companion,” Monkey said to 
Crocodile. “My liver is hanging on my tree. We must go back 
at once so I can get it.”

9	 Crocodile turned around and swam back to Monkey’s tree. 
Immediately, Monkey ran up his tree as high as he could. He 
did not come back down.
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10	 “Where, oh where, are you, Monkey?” Crocodile yelled.

11	 Monkey dropped a coconut right on the top of Crocodile’s 
head.

12	 “Go away!” Monkey screamed. “You are not my friend! 
Monkeys don’t hang their livers in trees. They are inside us!”

What did Monkey ride on in the river?

A	 a boat

B	 a raft

C	 Crocodile

D	 a coconut

This asks about a detail in the story. Look at the second paragraph.

Where does Monkey live?

A	 at the zoo

B	 in the river

C	 in a monkey house

D	 at the top of a coconut tree

This is another detail in the story. Look at the beginning of the story again.

NY_Next_Gen_ELA_Gr3_sb_U2.indd   72 4/5/19   8:15 AM



© The Continental Press, Inc.   
DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.

	 UNIT 2  Key Ideas and Details	 73

What is the moral of this story? What details support the moral?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

The main idea of a text is sometimes called its theme. The theme is different 
from the plot. The plot tells what happens. The theme is what a text is about. 
In a fable, the theme is often told as a lesson about life or a moral.

Which sentence best summarizes why Crocodile’s wife needed a 
monkey’s liver?

A	 She was hungry.

B	 She would die without it.

C	 She liked to use monkey liver in soup.

D	 She needed it to save her sick daughter.

Crocodile’s wife told him why she needed the liver of a monkey.

NY_Next_Gen_ELA_Gr3_sb_U2.indd   73 4/5/19   8:15 AM



© The Continental Press, Inc.  
DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.

	 74	 UNIT 2  Key Ideas and Details

Write a summary of the story.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Your answer should have only the main events from the story.
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