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Guided Practice

were

was also popular.

any things forthe whole family to do at the fair! —

VOCABULARY
exhibits

Main Idea and Summaries exhip

Your friend wants to tell you about a book he read. cuum

be able to tell you in only a few sentences.

Any text you read is about something. Every text
idea. Telling someone the main idea means you will an
question, “What is the book about?” Jt. '
skill. When you know what you are r
clear. The main ideas of part of a te
the main ideas of the whole text.
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exhibits

displays of objects
for people to look
at

e robof could speak and walk. There
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4 New York’s World’s Fair was open for two years. Over

44 million people visited. In 1940, the World’s Fair's name
changed to “For Peace and Freedom.” Sadly, World War II
began soon after the fair ended. Countries that had been
together at the fair began fighting each other.

? Televisions were
introduced to the

What is this article mainly about?
A New York's World's Fair
B Electro
C New York City

D Futurama
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America was just coming out of the Great Depression.

In most paragraphs, there is one-sentence that tells the main idea. It is called
the topic ser tence.:%her sentences tell more details about it.
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What is an important detail in the second paragraph?

This paragraph tells about the name of the fair. The na
Tomorrow.” Think about a detail that helps to support the fai
a sample answer:

The fair had exhibits that showed newmﬁnq prod@

.
What is the topic sentence of paragraph 3? What detail
support it? O
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Which of these ideas should not be in a summary of the
passage?

A The fair was named “The World of Tomorrow.”

B New York's World's Fair was held in 1939 and 1940
C Electro was seven feet tall.
D

There were many things for the whole family to do a
fair.

A summary tells the main ideas. It tells the
choice is not very important?

Write a summary of the passage.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Monkey and a Crocodile

a fable from India

1 Monkey and Crocodile were
best friends. Monkey lived at the
top of a coconut tree near the

river, and Crocodile would visit f‘;??\;\\: i
Monkey. WSS

y \\\ —
2 “Hop on top of my back,’

. . « . /l
Crocodile said to Monkey. “I will ' ¢ /

) ] /,,, , M/%%

take you on a relaxing ride around Wy

the river. When we are done, I'll
return you to your tree.”

3 When Crocodile returned to his horne, his@told
she was sick.

monkey,” she told her husband.
me. You will save my life if you'c

hy they were really
quickly. What should

© The Continental Press, Inc. UNIT 2 Key Ideas and Details
DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.



10 “Where, oh where, are you, Monkey?” Crocodile yelled.

11 Monkey dropped a coconut right on the top of Crocodile’s
head.

12 “Go away!” Monkey screamed. “You are not my friend!
Monkeys don't hang their livers in trees. They are inside y

What did Monkey ride on in the river?
A aboat
B araft
C Crocodile

D a coconut

. Look a@eco d paragraph.

This asks about a detail in the story

Where does Monkey live?
A at the zoo
B in the river
C in a monkey hous
D

at the top of a cocon

This is another detailir at the beginning of the story again.
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What is the moral of this story? What details support the moral?

/N \/
The main idea of a text is sometimes called its eM different

from the plot. The plot tells what happen

monkey'’s liver?

A She was hungry.

B
C She liked to use monke
D
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Write a summary of the story.

. L
Your answer should have only the main emtory.
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