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Pages 6 and 7

Focus Lesson: Literary text
title: The Man, His Son, and Their Donkey

Genre: Folktale

Lexile® Measure: 1270L

skill Focus: Genre, Compare and Contrast

Graphic organizer: Venn Diagram

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

hind, hooves, irritably, jeered

Focus Lesson: Literary Text
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Page 8

Common Core State Standard
rL.6.9 Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; histori-
cal novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their 
approaches to similar themes and topics.

rL.6.9

rL.6.9

Focus Lesson: Literary Text
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Guided Practice
title: Grey Cub

Genre: Fiction

Lexile® Measure: 930L

Skill Focus: Character, Figurative Language

Graphic Organizer: Character Analysis Chart

Pages 102 and 103

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

caressing, rebuke, squabble

Common Core State Standards
rL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as infer-
ences drawn from the text.

rL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and how it is conveyed through particular de-
tails; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 

rL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or 
drama’s plot unfolds in a variety of episodes as 
well as how the characters respond or change as 
the plot moves toward a resolution.

rL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and 
tone.

Lesson 1 Literary text
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Pages 104, 105, and 106

rL.6.4

rL.6.3

rL.6.2

rL.6.2

rL.6.2

rL.6.1

The author compares the cubs to “the tendrils of a vine” because 

the baby wolves, like plants, are crawling blindly toward the light at the 

opening at the cave.

This passage is mostly about one wolf cub that grows up quickly and 

becomes fierce and troublesome.

The first paragraph is mostly about how one of the cubs was 

different from the others because he was more like their father, One Eye.

The mother wolf seems upset that the cubs keep crawling toward the 

light. She uses her nose and paws to stop them from crawling away.

These sentences from paragraph 7 have details that support the 

answer in Part A:“His tiny rages were much more terrible than theirs.” 

“And certainly it was he that caused the mother the most trouble in 

keeping her litter from the mouth of the cave.”

Paragraph 7 is also about how the one cub is different from his 

brothers and sisters. This cub is the “fiercest of the litter” and causes 

the most mischief among the cubs.

Lesson 1 Guided Practice
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Page 33

indePendent Practice
title: My Advent on Mars

Genre: Science Fiction

Lexile® Measure: 1210L

Skill Focus: Compare and Contrast, Genre

Graphic Organizer: Venn Diagram

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

antics, grotesque, prone, sinister

Common Core State Standards
rL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.

rL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including figura-
tive and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

rL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chap-
ter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of 
a text and contributes to the development of the 
theme, setting, or plot.

rL.6.9 Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their ap-
proaches to similar themes and topics.

Lesson 1 Literary text
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Pages 34 and 35

anSwer anaLySiS

1a  Choice B is the correct answer. “The Time 
Machine” features time travel into the future, 
and “My Advent on Mars” features a run-in 
with Martians. Both are examples of science 
fiction, which features imaginative content such 
as futuristic settings or technologies, space 
travel, or extraterrestrials. Choices A, C, and D 
are incorrect. The story is not set in the past, 
is not realistic, and does not have a puzzle or 
crime to be solved.

B  Choice B is the correct answer. The narrator 
of “The Time Machine” travels through time 
and lands in an unfamiliar place; the narrator 
of “My Advent on Mars” wakes up on Mars. 
Therefore, the two stories are similar because 
both narrators land in unfamiliar worlds. 
Choices A, C, and D are incorrect because 
these are not true of both stories.

2a  Choice B is the correct answer. The word 
monster suggests a creature that is scary or 
frightening. Therefore, the author likely uses 
this word to suggest that the Martians are 
dangerous. Choices A, C, and D are incorrect. 
The word does not suggest that the Martians 
are clever, gigantic, or mysterious.

B  Choice D is the correct answer. The sentence 
“It was the rattling of the tools of war which 
warned me” suggests that the narrator should 
fear the approaching Martians. Therefore, 
this sentence best supports the idea that the 
Martians are dangerous. Choices A, B, and C 
are incorrect. These statements do not suggest 
that the Martians are to be feared.

rL.6.9

rL.6.9

rL.6.4

rL.6.1

Lesson 1 independent Practice
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