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Pages 17 and 18

Focus Lesson: narrative text
title: My First Race

Genre: Narrative Nonfiction

Lexile® Measure: 930L

skill Focus: Point of View, Main Idea

Graphic organizer:  Main Idea/Details Chart

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

elated, hesitant, kilometer

Focus Lesson: Narrative Text
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Pages 19 and 20

Common Core State Standard
ri.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text an analyze how the author ac-
knowledges and responds to conflicting evidence 
or viewpoints.

ri.8.6

ri.8.6

Focus Lesson: Narrative Text
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Page 85

Guided Practice
title: Captain Cook in Australia

Genre: Biography

Lexile® Measure: 1170L

Skill Focus: Cause and Effect, Text Structure, Visual 
Literacy

Graphic Organizer: Cause-and-Effect Chart

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

botany, kangaroo, navigator

Common Core State Standards
ri.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

ri.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of the text.

ri.8.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a 
specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 
particular sentences in developing and refining a 
key concept.

ri.8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantag-
es of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital 
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular 
topic or idea.

ri.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient, recognize when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced.

Lesson 3 informational text
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Pages 86, 87, and 88

ri.8.1

ri.8.2

ri.8.2

ri.8.8

ri.8.7

ri.8.5

This sentence from paragraph 10 supports the inference: “Cook knew 

that he was the first European to find the entire eastern portion of the 

island continent of Australia.”

Paragraph 7 is mostly about how Australia was a place of great 

natural beauty.

This passage is about the explorer Captain Cook and how he became 

the first European to find the eastern portion of Australia.

The author provides a listing of many new places Cook discovered and 

later explains that every world map would have to be changed to reflect 

his great accomplishment.

The author developed the idea of Australia’s natural beauty using 

several descriptions as well as quotations by Cook about the richness 

of the land and plants.

The idea of Captain Cook discovering Australia could be presented in 

a video as well. An effective video could show pictures of Cook, his ship, 

and the coast of Australia. It could also show a map of his route and 

the different places he found and named.

Lesson 3 Guided Practice
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Page 89

indePendent Practice
title: The Hudson River

Genre: Expository Text

Lexile® Measure: 1060L

Skill Focus: Cause and Effect, Text Structure, 
Author’s Purpose

Graphic Organizer: Cause-and-Effect Chart

Common Core State Standards
ri.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of the text.

ri.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections 
among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, 
or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 
categories).

ri.8.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a 
specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 
particular sentences in developing and refining a 
key concept.

ri.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence 
or viewpoints.

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

merchants, mutiny, undergrowth

Lesson 3 informational text
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Page 90

anSwer anaLySiS

1a  Choice D is the correct answer. This paragraph 
compares and contrasts modern Manhattan 
with the way it appeared in 1609. Choices A, 
B, and C are incorrect. The paragraph does not 
describe a series of events, list information in 
order of importance, or present a problem and 
its solution.

B  Choice C is the correct answer. Paragraph 1 is 
meant to show how the island of Manhattan 
has changed over time from a “wild and 
beautiful” place to a city of houses, towers, 
and loud machines. Choices A, B, and D are 
incorrect.

ri.8.5

ri.8.5

Lesson 3 independent Practice
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Page 91

Writing Activity
1  What can you tell about Henry Hudson’s char-

acter from this passage?

2  Based on the passage, what is a mutiny?

Speaking/Listening Activity
Have students discuss what characteristics and skills 
explorer must have. Have students discuss whether 
they would have undertaken the exploration that 
Henry Hudson undertook, and why or why not.

Media/Research Activity
Have students use the Internet and library re-
sources to learn about a modern-day explorer 
or scientist. Have students share what they have 
learned about the person they selected.

ELL Support
Discuss adjectives with students. Have students de-
scribe Henry Hudson using five or more adjectives, 
and explain why they chose these adjectives.

2a  Choice B is the correct answer. This passage is 
mostly meant to inform readers about Henry 
Hudson, an early explorer who attempted to 
find a shortcut through North America to the 
Indies. Choices A, C, and D are incorrect. These 
are not the author’s main purpose in writing 
the passage. He doesn’t provide a history of sea 
trade, discuss rivers, or tell an adventure tale. 

B  Choice A is the correct answer. This passage 
lists the important events in the travels and 
explorations of Henry Hudson as well as in the 
history of the Hudson River. Choices B, C, and 
D are incorrect.

3a  Choice B is the correct answer. These 
paragraphs give a lot of information, but all 
of the information is related to how Dutch 
ships had to follow a long and dangerous path 
between Holland and the East Indies. Choices 
A, C, and D are incorrect.

B  Choice A is the correct answer. The central 
idea, that Dutch ships had to sail a long way 
to the East Indies, led to merchants wanting 
to find a shortcut. This search for a new route 
that might cross over North America led to the 
famous Hudson expeditions. Choices B, C, and 
D are incorrect.

ri.8.6

ri.8.6

ri.8.2

ri.8.3

Lesson 3 independent Practice
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