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Focus Lesson: Argumentative Text
Title: Our Town Needs a Skateboard Park

Genre: Argumentative Text

Lexile® Measure: 890L

Skill Focus: Point of View, Fact and Opinion

Graphic Organizer: Fact and Opinion Chart

Pages 27 and 28

Common Core State Standards
RI.7.6	 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how the author dis-
tinguishes his or her position from that of others.

RI.7.8	 Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims.

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

insurance, pedestrians

RI.7.6

RI.7.8

Focus Lesson:  Argumentative Text
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Guided Practice
Title: Remarks by FDR after the Attack on Pearl 
Harbor

Genre: Argumentative Text: Speech

Lexile® Measure: 1190L

Skill Focus: Main Idea, Author’s Purpose

Graphic Organizer: Main Idea/Details Chart

Page 163

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

infamy, offensive, squadron

Common Core State Standards
RI.7.2	 Determine two or more central ideas in a 
text and analyze their development over the course 
of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text.

RI.7.5	 Analyze the structure an author uses to 
organize a text, including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to the development of 
the ideas.

RI.7.6	 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how the author dis-
tinguishes his or her position from that of others.

Lesson 4  Informational Text
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Pages 164, 165, and 166

RI.7.5

RI.7.5

RI.7.2

RI.7.6

RI.7.5

RI.7.6

The speaker included paragraphs 3 and 4 to show that the United 

States was unaware of Japan’s intent to attack, and that Japan made 

the United States believe the two countries were deliberating for peace.

This sentence supports the idea that the United States was 

deceived: “During this time, the Japanese government has deliberately 

sought to deceive the United States by false statements and 

expressions of hope for continued peace.”

The central idea of paragraph 1 is that Japan also launched other 

attacks against several countries besides the United States.

The president is angry about the attack because it caused great 

damage and took the lives of many Americans. He also feels that it was 

deceitful.

The president states each country Japanese forces attacked in its 

own sentence. This emphasizes how many countries were attacked.

Paragraph 9 says: “Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact 

that our people, our territory, and our interests are in grave danger.”

Lesson 4  Guided Practice
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Independent Practice
Title: Alice Paul

Genre: Biography

Lexile® Measure: 1130L

Skill Focus: Point of View, Main Idea

Graphic Organizer: Main Idea/Details Chart

Page 167

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

gender, ratification, suffrage

Common Core State Standards
RI.7.1	 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.7.2	 Determine two or more central ideas in a 
text and analyze their development over the course 
of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text.

RI.7.5	 Analyze the structure an author uses to 
organize a text, including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to the development of 
the ideas.

RI.7.6	 Determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and analyze how the author dis-
tinguishes his or her position from that of others.

RI.7.8	 Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims.

Lesson 4  Informational Text
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Pages 168 and 169

1A	� Choice B is the correct answer. The author 
organizes the passage chronologically, listing 
events in the order in which they occurred. 
Choices A, C, and D are incorrect. The author 
does not use description to organize the 
passage. The author does not use problem-
solution or a compare-contrast organizational 
structure.

B	� Choice C is the correct answer. By organizing 
the events chronologically, the author is 
able to show the progression of Alice Paul’s 
involvement in the suffrage movement over 
time. Organizing the passage in this way shows 
Paul’s commitment to the cause. Choices A, B, 
and D are incorrect. These do not explain how 
the chronological organization helps develop 
the author’s ideas in the passage.

2A	� Choice A is the correct answer. The author 
states that the Congressional Union (later 
known as the National Woman’s Party) “was 
moving in a more radical direction” and that 
“NAWSA ousted the CU almost immediately 
following its formation.” Therefore, the author’s 
opinion is that the National Woman’s Party 
took more drastic measures than the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association. Choices 
B, C, and D are incorrect. These are not the 
author’s opinion of the National Women’s Party.

B	� Choice B is the correct answer. The fact that 
even a world war could not stop the National 
Woman’s Party shows that it could not be 
discouraged from achieving its goals. This 
sentence is relevant to the author’s claim 
from Part A that the National Woman’s Party 
took more drastic measures than the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association, because 
it continued to campaign for the right to vote 
even during World War I. Choices A, C, and D 
are incorrect.

RI.7.5

RI.7.6

RI.7.5

RI.7.8

Lesson 4  Independent Practice
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