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Pages 6 and 7

Focus Lesson: Literary text
title: Butterflies

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Lexile® Measure: 790L

skill Focus: Genre, Character

Graphic organizer: Analyzing Character Chart

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

backstage, lines, nervous, ruin

Focus Lesson: Literary Text
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Pages 8 and 9

Common Core State Standards
rL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their 
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

rL.3.9 Compare and contrast the themes, set-
tings, and plots of stories written by the same 
author about the same or similar characters (e.g., 
in books from a series).

rL.3.9

rL.3.9

rL.3.3

rL.3.3

Focus Lesson: Literary Text
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Pages 104 and 105

Guided Practice
title: Adapted from What Katy Did

Genre: Fiction

Lexile® Measure: 640L 

Skill Focus: Main Idea, Figurative Language

Graphic Organizer: Main Idea/Details Chart

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

beach, invent, raged, splattered, waves

Common Core State Standards
rL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demon-
strate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers.

rL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folk-
tales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine 
the central message, lesson or moral and explain 
how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

rL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their 
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

rL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing 
literal from nonliteral language.

rL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and 
poems when writing or speaking about a text, 
using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on ear-
lier sections.

Lesson 1 Literary text
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Pages 106, 107, and 108

rL.3.5

rL.3.3

rL.3.4

rL.3.1

rL.3.2

rL.3.5

In paragraph 2, the story says Katy had the “bad luck” of 
making up the Game of Rivers. This hints that the game will 
lead to trouble. In paragraph 6, Mrs. Knight returns from lunch 
to see a classroom mess.

Katy is the leader of the Game of Rivers.

The words “with a face as red as fire” show that Katy is 
wild and looks very hot.

“She growled horribly and raged up and down the front of 
the classroom.”

“Father Ocean bounced and moved like the waves on a beach.”

People should think about what might happen before they 
do something.

The girls learn the lesson when Mrs. Knight and their 
classmates return from lunch. The girls realize then that they 
have been noisy and made a mess. They feel ashamed of how 
they acted.

Lesson 1 Guided Practice
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indePendent Practice
title: Adapted from The Voyages of Doctor Dolittle

Genre: Fiction

Lexile® Measure: 790L

Skill Focus: Characters, Figurative Language

Graphic Organizer: Character Analysis Chart

Pages 71 and 72

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these vocab-
ulary words with students before they read the 
passage. Write the words on the board and keep 
them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

cabin, course, mast, polar, seaweeds, 
telescope

Common Core State Standards
rL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demon-
strate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers.

rL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their 
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how 
their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

rL.3.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing 
literal from nonliteral language.

rL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and 
poems when writing or speaking about a text, 
using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on ear-
lier sections.

Lesson 1 Literary text
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Pages 73 and 74

anSwer anaLySiS

 1a  Seas don’t really smile. This is an example of 
personification. Think about what the ocean 
can be like for a sailing ship. Choice A is the 
correct answer. This phrase suggests that 
the journey was easy, or pleasant. It was not 
fun, long, or scary so choices B, C, and D are 
incorrect.

B  Think about what it is like to travel when all 
goes well. In this story, the phrase “smiling 
seas” means that the days were “quiet and 
peaceful.” The author used this time to study. 
Choice A is the correct answer. Choices B, C, 
and D are incorrect.

 2a  The author is traveling to new places, and he 
finds the Doctor to be very knowledgeable. 
Choice A is the correct answer. Choices B, C, 
and D are incorrect because he does not find 
the trip with the Doctor to be lonely, tiring, or 
silly.

B  Choices A, B, and C are incorrect. They provide 
facts but do not give the point of view of the 
author. Choice D is the correct answer because 
it tells how the author feels about traveling 
with the Doctor. He finds it very interesting.

rL.3.4

rL.3.3

rL.3.3

rL.3.1

Lesson 1 independent Practice
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