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CCLS RI.4.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence
to support particular points in a text.

Explaining an Author’s Purpose

an be extremely good
helps you concentrate

great for your heart and
easier for you to ex

t the author’s main point and the
idea.

Author'sm\@s/ Evidence

' ses

V prehension

e improves listening skills
@ .
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@) Focused Instruction Lesson 26

Read the first part of the speech. Then answer the questions.

excerpt from President Obarna’s
“Back to School” Event

In 2009, President Obama spoke at Wakefield High School in Arlirigton,
Virginia. Here is part of his speech.

1 I know that for many of you, today is the first day of school. And foy
those of you in kindergarten, or starting middle or high schoo}, it’s your
first day in a new school, so it’s understandable if you're a little neryous.
I imagine there are some seniors out there who are feeling pretty good
right now, with just one more year to go. And no matter what grade
you're in, some of you are probably wishing it were still summer, and
you could’ve stayed in bed just a little longer this\morning.

2 [ know that feeling. When I was yoang my maother decided to teach
me extra lessons herself, Monday through Friday—at 4:30 in the
morning.

3 Now, [ wasn’t too happy about getting up that early. A lot of
times, I'd fall asleep right there at the kitchen table. But whenever I'd
complain, my mother/would just give me.one of'those looks and say,
“This is no picnic for me either;buster....”

4 Now, I've given atlet of speeches abeut education. And I've talked a
lot about respornsibility.

5 [I've talked/about yourieachers’ responsibility for inspiring you, and
pushing you to learn.

6 [I've talked about your parents’ responsibility for making sure you
stay on/track;and get your homework done, and don’t spend every
waking hour in front of the TV-or with that Xbox.

7 [TD'vetalked alotabout your government’s responsibility for setting
high standards, supporting teachers and principals, and turning
around schoeols that aren’t working....

8 And that’s what [ want to focus on today: the responsibility each of
youwhasfor your education. [ want to start with the responsibility you
have to yourself.
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Focused Instruction Lesson 26

Think About It Q

What point is the president trying to make in this speech? The/quéstion ask
you to analyze the speech to determine the author’'s main pgint.

To whom is President Obama delivering the speech?

a explains that he has given
hose responsibility has he

Whose re on5|b|l|ty does hewwant to/focus on in this speech?

What point _is Pmt Ob trying to make in this speech?

yv
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@) Focused Instruction Lesson 26

Continue reading the speech. Then answer-the question.

_____\‘/_____

A CLOSER LOOK

Why does the
author believe that
students must take
responsibility for
themselves?
Underline the
reasons and
evidence the author
provides to support
his point.

n. Make us all proud. [ know you can do it.

country or yourself do

The author discusses the history of the United States in order to
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@) Guided Practice Lesson 26

_____\’/_____

A CLOSER LOOK

Several main topics
related to caring for
a pet turtle are
included in the
passage. In the
margin, note the
main topic presented
in each paragraph.

place to move around. Most turtles
rdly on land, but they are actually fast

Young turties-eat meat only. Older turtles eat meat and
egetables. Experts recommend having at least six different
dso for a pet turtle. They agree that turtle pellets can
be the/main food, but it should be supplemented with other

types of food. Strawberries, vegetables, fish, and crickets are
some good options.

aring for a pet turtle is a serious responsibility. Consider
11 the advice given here before getting a pet turtle. In addition,

) evelop a relationship with a veterinarian who specializes in
caring for these special reptiles.
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I 1 Part A
ow does the , .
) Which answer best describes the author
title of the
passage?

the author’s main
point for writing?

|

|

|
passage relate to :

| A to convince readers to become

|

)

__________ B to inform readers about the dange
C
D

T T Part B

In caring for a

pet turtle, what Which of the following

he passage best supports the answer to

— ———— —— —— a—

,
should a pet Part As
owner supply? A "Most turtles/appea ove gwkwardly’on land, but they are
—————————— actually fasf/runneys and’good)/climbers.”
B “But whehn you decide to make a turtle your pet, you're making a

o a— —— —— —— — — — — —

What are the }
differences |
between a main :
point, a reason,
and evidence?

——— — — —— —— — —

o — —— —— — — — —

- — ——— — —— — — —
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4 "“\
,' Independent Practice

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Solving the Problems of Ameri

9
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1 The problems with A
needed strong lea
hard work.

could pass on the left.
stopped, or slowed down.

© The Continental Press, Inc.  DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.

eep to the right. Faster vehicles
hand signals when they turned,

Lesson 26
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Ay
,' Independent Practice Lesson 26

5 The US needed a road system. The Bureau of Public Roads was ¢reated in

materials. They studied bridge and road plans. They built roads that were
the same all across the country.

8 The US Interstate Highway

System was to be the largest project in US
history. It would take 40 yes i

roads would pass through every state in.the nati

1 Part A

What is the author’s main point in paragraph™5?
A to describe the s pufinto place

“It worked with the states to take care of and organize the roads.”
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""\
,' Independent Practice Lesson 26

2 In paragraph 6, which of the following reasons does the autho ar
why President Eisenhower thought highways were needed?

A to make driving safer
to create a more beautiful driving experience

B
C to help people learn how to drive
D

to keep people from getting lost

at detail in the final
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