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6 Comparing and Contrasting Settings

@ Introduction THEME: ¥» Memorable Moments

Every story has a setting. The setting is the place where the story happens and the
time when it takes place. Many stories contain more than one setting. The author Cha ra Cte rs |
describes the setting to help the reader make a picture in his or her mind of the place
and time. The setting may also affect the characters’ experiences. For instance, if
characters walked through a dark forest, they might feel scared. If they walked into a
party, they might feel happy. The setting helps set the mood, or feeling about a place.

——— — —— —— — —

— —— — ——

When a story has more than one setting, it is important to compare and contrast the
settings to understand the backdrops for the actions and mood of the characters in
each setting,

Look at the illustrations.
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’ j Introduction

Think about how each setting affects the girls’ attitudes. Answer ti
questions.

How does the setting contribute to the girls mood in thg

irst illustration?

They are enjoying the nice warm day.

why? They can glav together outsidé\

How do the girts feel in the second illustration? Th eymappy.

why? It is about to rain.

What is the setting in the third llustgdtion? The gi insi i \/

agame.

a4

How do the girls feel? Theyére happy.

‘Whenever you read a story or a pldy, pay attention to details abolTthe settings.
Comparing and contrasting the settings will help you undegstand thé characters
feelings and actions.
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@D Focused Instruction

'.@' Focused Instruction

Title: A New Home for Gabriella
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Lexile® Measure: 830L

Guide students as they work together as a class, in
pairs or groups, or individually. Offer assistance to
students as needed.

behind. Then, jumping l
toward her school building. She i

Vocabulary

To help with comprehension, review these
vocabulary words with students before they read
the passage. Write the words on the board and
keep them displayed so students can refer to them
when they read independently.

park, her school, Elena’s’house

gigantic, loomed, reluctant In what yiays re the park and the school diferent? _The park is sunny

and dutdoors. The school building is dark and indoors.

o — —— —— — — —— — — —

D G G D D D D D G G G G D G G G G G G — — —
'I;élhor doesn't say it is summertime. How can you figure out the season?
\’/ A Closer Look text says that Gabby looks in the window of what
woul ve been her fifth-grade classroom in the fall.

Use A Closer Look to have students increase
understanding of the text. Remind students’to use the
hint box to help them answer the question.
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'.@' Focised Instruction
Continue reading the passage. Then answer the question.

$=X! Discuss It

For this discussion activity, you can’ choose to have — @ [ e e e e e L R
. . | A CLOSER LOOK she had been reluctant to leave Austin, she was glad to be out of

the car. The new house loomed high above as Gabby stared up
to the second floor. It appeared huge compared to their smaller

one-floor house in Austin. The trees were tall and skinny, and the
Eass felt different under @Eg:: @r She pulled her pﬂune Trom

er pocket an n to text Elena. fn Columbus.. house too big. ..
trees skinny. . grass weird. Wish [ were in Austin.

4 The house was a disaster zone after the moving van brought in
the furniture and what seemed like thousands of boxes. Gabby felt
as though she had dropped into a strange world, but she had to
admit it was nice to have a large bedroom with a gigantic closet.

5 “Hey, Gabby,” Dad called up the stairs. “Luis and | are going
to the park down the street to play catch. Take a break from
unpacking and come with us.”

6 The park was bigger than the one in Austin and had a
baseball field, soccer field, and lots of playground equipment.
‘While Dad and Luis practiced pitching and catching, Gablby
settled into a swing. She pushed herself higher and higher. As
she closed her eyes, she imagined herself back in Austin. When
she opened her eyes, she was surprised to see another girl
swinging beside her. “What's your name?" the girl asked.

7 “I'm Gabby, and | just moved here from Texas.”

& The girl smiled as she sald, “I'm Emma, and I've lived here
all my life. If you're going to be in fifth grade, we might be In the
same class at school this fall.”

Gabby's house in
Columbus, Ohig, is
new to her and
different from the
house she left
behind. Underline
details that describe
the setting of
Gabby's new home,

1 Which tells something that was only in the Austin setting?
I city? JI A apark
——————————— Elena's house

€ aschool

D summertime

DISCUSS IT
With a partner, choose setting details that appear in the first and second parts of
the story. Compare and contrast them.
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: Guided Practice

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Black Beauty
by Anna Sewell

___\./____
A CLOSER LOOK
Black Beauty
remembers the
place where he
grew up. Underline
details that describe
this setting.

1 The first place that I can well remember was a pleasant meadow
side we

d of clear water in it. Over the hedg
to a plowed field, and on the

s house, i1 e roadside. While [ was
young | lived upon my mother’s milk, as | could not eat grass. In
the daytime | ran by her side, and at night | lay down close by her.
‘When it was hot we used to stand by the pond in the shade of the
trees, and when it was cold we had a warm shed near the grove.

2 There were six young colts In the meadow beside me. They
were older than | was. | used to run with them, and had great
fun. We used to gallop all together round the field as hard as we
could go. Sometimes, we had rather rough play, for they would
frequently bite and kick as well as gallop.

3 One day, when there was a good deal of kicking, my mother
whinnied to me to come to her, and then she said, “1 wish you
to pay attention to what | am going to say. The colts who live
here are very good colts, but they are cart-horse colts, and of
course they have not learned manners. You have been well-bred
and well-born. Your father has a great name in these parts, and
your grandfather won the cup at the Newmarket races. Your
grandmother had the sweetest temper of any horse | ever knew,
and [ think you have never seen me kick or bite. | hope you will
grow up gentle and good, and never learn bad ways; do your
work with a good will, lift your feet up well when you trot, an
never bite or kick even in play.”

4 | have never forgotten my mother's advice; | knew she was a
wise old horse, and our master thought a great deal of her. Her
name was Duchess, but he often called her Pet.
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5  Our master was a good, kind man. He gave us good food, good \
lodging and kind words; he spoke as kindly to us/s he did to his little

children. We were all fond of him, and my mothér loved him very much.
When she saw him at the gate she would neighl with joy, and trot up to
him. He would pat and stroke her and say, “We

e 1 1 The story tells that Black Beauty lived on his mother'STilk when he
[EWWheredidithe I was young because he could not eat grass. This means thantpe horses
| young colts I

{ gallop? :

that d

Black
Lg_au _____ clear water.” This setting all};wa the colts to gallop in the ‘ W o o A o o \
field, find\shade at the pond, and qet/ﬁrm ih the shi# On the other hand, the gate | rltlng CtIVIty l
is a setting where h?rses interac)/with l':h/ ns. Th:;é aster meets Black Beauty and l Have Students Write a paragraph describing a l
:IS mothert re, brlrfgsthe re such as car:{o/ or bread,.and gets the mother | faVOI’i’[e p|ace. Te” them tO be descriptive and use l
o carry himto ¢ ig. Thehorses are happy/in both settings. l i ) R ) |

. — strong adjectives to give others a mental picture of

UNIT 1 Key/ddeas and Details in Literary Text 61 | i l
et OIS SR 1 this place. )
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PAGE 62

R

L

Independent Practice
Title: Kidnapped

Genre: Historical Fiction/Adventure
Lexile® Measure: 990L

Have students complete the Independent Practice

on their own. Students can complete it at home, or
during class.

P ——— —— — — — —— — — — — — — — — — — —

|
| Vocabulary
{ consorted, firth, forenoon, laird, regiment

——— — ———— — — — — — — — — — — — — —

38

— —— — —

2 Presently after, | came by a house where'ag
rough direction for the neighborhood of Cramo

great pleasure and
ey foot in time; an

it my way. At first | thought
try habit, and that all dusty
2 e‘r.nl the place to which | was

4 The better to set this fear at rést, | changed the form of my inquiries; and
spying ar| honest fellow coming along a lane on the shaft of his car, | asked
him if hefhad ever heard tell of a house they called the house of Shaws, He
stopped fis cart and looked at me, like the others.

5 Ay said he. “What for?”
“)'s a great house?" | asked.

“Doubtless” says he. “The house is a big, muckle house”
“Ay;" said 1, “but the folk that are in it?”

7" eried he. “Are ye daft? There's nae folk there—to call folk.”
l “What?™say I; “not Mr. Ebenezer?”

UNIT 1 Key Ideaé and Details in Literary Text
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PAGES 63 AND 64

tesson 6 COMPARING AND CONTRASTING SETTINGS

o ) Independent Practice

1 “Ou, ay” says the man; “there’s the laird, to be sure, if it's him you're
wanting. What'll like be your business, mannie?”

12 “Iwas led to think that | would get a situation,” | said, looking as modest
as | could.

1 One thing the settings in h 1 and h 2 of Ki have
in commen is that ELAGSESRL3
A the narrator is close 1o the sea
B the narrator is near a shepherd's house DO K 1
the narrator i traveling to the house of Shaws
D the narrator is in the capital by Colinton
2 What is unique about the Glasgow road? ELAGSESRL3
It has soldiers marching DO K 1

B It has ships in the harbor,
C It has a shepherd.
D It has a man with a cart

3 The narrator is walking, and the setting changes as he walks. Which part of

the setting brings him pleasure? ELAGSESRL3
A the firth, because he sees the ships
B the city of Edinburgh, because it is smoking ke a kiln DO K 2

@ the Glasgow Road, because he sees soldiers marching
D the castle, because of the flag

UNIT 1 Key Ideas and Details in Litefary Text
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why the setting cham;es
At the beginning of the excerpt, thé narrator is walking

through many settings to find tze house of Shaws.
through an area by the sea, the cit Edinburgh, and a ro

with soldiers. As he walks along, he is thi

ing about “the

greatness of the place” where he is going to liv long the way,
he talks to people who beg_m to change his exuectm of the
nto take it in my head t

" At the end,

near the house. The grand setting has

house of Shaws. He sa
was something strange about the Shaws i
he is on a simple la

changed into a lare, and now he doesn’t know what to expect.

64
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8 ships in .the harbor
road. Choice C also

& on the Glasgow road when
the cart but this is not a

is correct; on the Glasgow Road, he

my great pleasure and wonder, | beheld
nt marching . . . .” The narrator sees the
ices A, B, and D when he looks down
. He says that the sight “brought my

ttings. The narrator moves from a city setting
hrough villages and into a rural setting that does not
seem to match the image he had in mind for his final
destination.

Using Internet and library resources, have students
learn more about Robert Louis Stevenson’s life and
writings.




