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PAGES 252 AND 25325   Interpreting Visual Elements of a Text

THEME: Finding the Facts

Introduction1PA
RT  Introduction

Read, or have students read, the instructional text. 
Work through the example as a class. Students should 
closely read the text and look at the map. Discuss 
what they can learn from the text and what they can 
learn from the map, using the Venn diagram. 

Common Core State Standard
RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the 
text in which it appears.

Mickey’s is 
on Ridge 
Avenue.

Their house is 
close to  
Maple Road.
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PAGES 254 AND 255LESSON 25  Interpreting Visual Elements of a Text

Focused Instruction2PAR

T

 Focused Instruction

Title: Climbing Mount Everest

Genre: Nonfiction: Informational

Lexile® Measure: 1260L

Guide students as they work together as a class, in 
pairs or groups, or individually. Offer assistance to 
students as needed.

Vocabulary
To help with comprehension, review these 
vocabulary words with students before they read 
the passage. Write the words on the board and 
keep them displayed so students can refer to them 
when they read independently.

peak, pulse, summit

Speaking/Listening Activity
The passage says that many people make it a 
life goal to climb Mount Everest. In pairs or small 
groups, have students share one of their life goals.

ELL Support
Discuss nouns and proper nouns with students. 
Using the passage, have them locate proper nouns 
and nouns. Discuss the difference.

 A Closer Look
Use A Closer Look to have students increase their 
understanding of the text. Remind students to use the 
hint box to help them answer the question.

 Discuss It
For this discussion activity, you can choose to have 
students discuss in pairs, in groups, or as a class.

ski goggles;warm clothes
oxygen

woman
2013
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PAGES 256 AND 257 LESSON 25  Interpreting Visual Elements of a Text

Guided Practice3PAR

T

 Guided Practice

Title: How Was Mount Everest Formed?

Genre: Nonfiction: Science

Lexile® Measure: 950L

Students should complete the Guided Practice section 
on their own. Offer assistance as needed, pointing out 
the A Closer Look and Hint call-out boxes along the 
left side of the page.

Vocabulary

comprised, crust, mantle, tectonic plates

Media/Research Activity
As a class, view the short video at www.
sciencekids.co.nz/videos/earth/mounteverest.html, 
which shows climbers reaching the summit and 
provides a view from the peak.
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PAGES 258 AND 259LESSON 25  Interpreting Visual Elements of a Text

Independent Practice4PAR

T

 �Independent Practice

Title: �The First Woman to Climb Mount 
Everest

Genre: Nonfiction: Biography

Lexile® Measure: 890L

Have students complete the Independent Practice 
on their own. Students can complete it at home, or 
during class.

Vocabulary

contamination, goodwill, incinerator, 
nonprofit, Sherpa

The map shows that Earth has many plates. It 
also shows where the Eurasian and Indian plates 
meet. This helps show where the Himalayan 
Mountains are on Earth.
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PAGES 260 AND 261 LESSON 25  Interpreting Visual Elements of a Text

Independent Practice4PAR

T

 �Independent Practice  
Answer Analysis

1	� Choice D is correct. The fact that Junko Tabei is 
wearing intense cold weather gear after being in an 
avalanche and climbing the world’s tallest mountain 
supports the statement. Choice A is incorrect. Even 
though Everest does have dangerous weather at 
times, the weather looks relatively clear and calm 
in this photograph. Choice B is incorrect. The 
photograph show Junko Tabei with her guide, so we 
know that she was not alone on her journey. Choice 
C is incorrect. There is no Japanese flag in the picture 
and this would be unrelated to the difficulty and 
danger involved in the climb. 

2	� Choice B is correct. Tabei wanted to raise awareness 
about the pollution caused by climbers. Choice A 
is incorrect. This fact touches on the changes that 
pollution brought, but it is not the main reason 
Tabei spoke out about the environment. Choice C is 
incorrect. This shows the efforts to clean up pollution 
rather than the cause that spurred Tabei to action. 
Choice D is incorrect. It does not explain why Tabei 
spoke out about pollution.

RI.4.7 
DOK 2

RI.4.7 
DOK 2
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PAGE 262LESSON 25  Interpreting Visual Elements of a Text

Writing Activity
Junko Tabei became Nepal’s goodwill ambassador 
for tourism. A goodwill ambassador is someone 
who goes to another country to act on behalf of 
his or her own country for a specific cause. Have 
students write a few paragraphs detailing a cause 
that they would like to be a goodwill ambassador 
for and what they would strive to do for that 
cause.

3	� PART A  Answers should state that the chart gives 
the names and locations of the highest summit on 
each continent.

PART B  Choice D is correct. The map shows the 
summits of the highest mountains on the seven 
continents. The chart lists their names and locations. 
Choices A and B are incorrect. These statements 
cannot be proved by the visuals. Choice C is incorrect. 
The map and the chart do not give any information 
about the efforts to clean up Mount Everest. 

4	� Answers should detail Junko Tabei’s achievements in 
mountain climbing, as well as her work to protect the 
environment from careless mountain climbers and the 
effects of tourism. 

The chart tells the names of the mountains and the country 
where each mountain is located.

Junko Tabei has devoted her life to mountain climbing and 
issues related to it, such as protecting the environment of 
Mount Everest. The time line shows that her career spanned 
four decades. It also shows that Tabei climbed the Seven 
Summits by 1992. On a related note, the text says that 
even after the Seven Summits, Tabei continued to climb over 
60 peaks. That, combined with her many years of mountain 
experience, shows that she is a dedicated, ambitious, and 
caring adventurer.

RI.4.7 
DOK 2

RI.4.7 
DOK 3
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