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Listening

ACAdEMIC 
SoCIAL STUdIES 3 Branches of Government

 1. A 

 

Decides actions are
unconstitutional.

Decides laws are 
unconstitutional.

Judicial Branch

Legislative Branch Executive Branch

B 

 

Decides actions are
unconstitutional.

Changes laws.

Judicial Branch

Legislative Branch Executive Branch

C 

 

Tells president what 
actions to take.

Decides laws are 
unconstitutional.

Judicial Branch

Legislative Branch Executive Branch
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Listening

CoNVERSATIoNAL 
LANGUAGE 6 School Assignments

 1.  

A B C
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Reading

ConVeRsaTional 
langUage 16 extracurricular activities

Mr. Fitz is the music teacher. He gives the students lessons. The 
students practice their music by themselves. Then they practice 
together as a group. Different instruments play different parts of 
the music. When all the students play their instruments together, the 
song sounds beautiful. Instruments like the flute and the clarinet play 
high notes. Instruments like the trombone play low notes. The drums 
keep a rhythm. The song does not work if a group of instruments is 
missing.

 3.  What will probably happen if some students do not practice their parts?

A Mr. Fitz will stop giving them lessons.

B They will have to learn to play different instruments.

C The song will only have high notes in it.

D The song will not sound like it is supposed to sound.
STOP
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Lesson

getting involved
W rit ing

ConVersAtionAl lAngUAge And 
ACAdeMiC lAngUAge Arts23

After-School Clubs

Lupe is new to school. She asks some of the 
boys and girls in her class about other activities she 
can do after school. They tell her about some of 
the clubs and groups they are in.

Jackson is in the honor choir. He loves to sing. 
He had to try out to be in the choir. This means that 
he sang a song by himself for the music teacher, 
Mrs. Fisher. She picked the best singers to be in 
the honor choir. The boys and girls practice after 
school. They perform for the school, their parents, 
and people in the community.

Roya is in the pottery club. She loves to be 
creative. She is learning how to make a pot out of 
clay. Then the art teacher, Miss Adams, bakes the 
pots in a very hot oven to make them hard. 

Marybeth is in the soccer club. Anyone who 
likes to play soccer can join the club. Coach 
Nelson divides them into teams based on their 
skills. Everyone in the club practices hard. On 
weekends, they play games against other soccer 
clubs.

Micah is in the environmental club. The 
boys and girls talk about how they can help the 
environment. They encourage everyone in the 
school to recycle. One weekend every month, they 
go out and pick up trash in the community. 

Lupe is excited to find a club that she can join.
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W rit ing

ConVersAtionAl lAngUAge And 
ACAdeMiC lAngUAge Arts 23 getting involved

Suppose you are telling a new student about some of the activities 
at your school. Describe at least two activities that the new student 
could get involved in. Tell about activities that you are involved in. 
Write a four-paragraph essay describing activities and clubs at your 
school. Use details to support your writing.

Plan Your Writing
Think about these questions to help you get ideas for your essay.

•	 What clubs or activities will I write about?

•	 What things do people in these clubs do?

•	 How do they help the school or the community?

•	 What clubs or activities am I involved in?

•	  Why do I enjoy being a part of these clubs or 
activities?

Organize your ideas. You can write notes, use a graphic 
organizer, or make an outline on a separate piece of paper.
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W rit ing

ConVersAtionAl lAngUAge And 
ACAdeMiC lAngUAge Arts 23 getting involved

Write a four-paragraph essay describing activities and clubs at your 
school. Use details to support your writing.
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W rit ing

Check Your Writing
Ask yourself:

DD Did I write an essay?

DD Did I organize my ideas in four paragraphs?

DD Did I tell about clubs and activities at my school?

DD  Did I include details about what types of things members of these 
clubs do?

DD Did I write in complete sentences?

DD Did I use correct punctuation and spelling?

DD Did I reread my work to make sure it made sense?

ConVersAtionAl lAngUAge And 
ACAdeMiC lAngUAge Arts 23 getting involved
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Speaking

ConVeRSaTional 
langUage 33 School programs

Some students in the drama club work backstage. This is important, 
too. These students make sure everything runs smoothly. Some 
students open and close the curtains on stage. Some students move 
the pieces of scenery around the stage. They also put props in the 
correct places. Some students help with costumes. Costumes are the 
clothing that the actors and actresses wear.

There are also students who help with the lights and the sound 
for the play. They learn how to change the lights on the stage. 
Sometimes the lights are very bright. Sometimes they are dim, and 
other times they are off. The students learn how to use a spotlight to 
make one person stand out on stage. They also learn to play music 
in the background. All of these things help the play to be a success.
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Speaking

ConVeRSaTional 
langUage 33 School programs

Mia, explain how the students who work with the scenery and the 
props help to make the play a success.

...
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Speaking

ConVeRSaTional 
langUage 33 School programs

Now it is your turn. Explain how the students who work with the 
lights and the sound help to make the play a success.

STOP

FL ELLs 20 G5 SB_U4.indd   153 6/23/16   1:50 PM


