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LESSON

10

Point of View and
Author’s Purpose

purpose. This is the reason for writing. Would yo
enjoy reading an article about rats?

a different'\way.

story feels different to th read@
A story or poem has’a pointof view,

e author ma

VOCABULARY
compost
curds and

can be told from th v of someone outside
the story.

When you reac e questions. Who is
telling a story?/W S writing? How does the

®/t0 entg

rtain, or for fun or pleasure.
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Guided Practice

Read the passage. Then answer the questions. / 7
[
The Circus Is Coming t Tovéx/! y

Come to the Funniest Show in Americal!
The Clown Car Circus is coming to your town!

We have silly clowns! Magic tricks! Funny/jokes!

Balloon animals! Tumbling! Amazing a

See clowns with dogs! Clowns in cars!

in the world!

win a prize!

Wear a clown costume on/Kids Clown Night, June 5.

N7
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What is the author’s purpose in this passage?

A 1o get readers to come to the circus
B to tell readers that clowns are scary
C to tell readers that they can be clowns
D to get readers to buy clown costumes

The author’s purpose is his reason for writing An author may
to teach, convince, describe, or entertai '
here?

Who do you think this was writtey
A people who do not like circuse
B people who like clowns
C children
D everyone

ritten for. This passage is
e “It’s fun for all ages.”

The audience is thie peoplesse
an advertisement. Loek at the li
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Circus Yesterday and Today
by Keith Peters

1 In 1871, P. T. Barnum started a circus. He liked
make people laugh. He also liked to make money. S
he found interesting people for his circus, like the tallest
man in the world. He added performing animals. He

2 By the 1970s, this kind of circus/was nge
popular. People worried about the€ animals/ They thought

dazzling

bright and flashy

means “Circus of the Sun.” Today
world. It’s the most popu I

N7
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What is the main purpose of this passage?

A to get people to come to circuses
B to describe how P. T. Barnum started a circus
C to explain how circuses have changed over i

D to convince readers that animals do not belong
circuses

This passage tells about two different cir
was long ago. Cirque du Soleil is a circus ted

circus became pogglar.

144 UNIT 3 Craft and Structure © The Continental Press, Inc.
DUPLICATING THIS MATERIAL IS ILLEGAL.




Look at the photograph. How does it support the

author’s point of view? /7
m /N

The photograph shows perfm cos

There are bright lights in ’rb/ bad@%und ) It Iooks very

exciting. The picture hel s the authior s w you that
Cirque du Soleil is a new.and-better kln%\et circus.
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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Learn How to Be a Clown
by Hilda Ramos

Do you like to make people laugh? You can leé
be a clown. Just follow these easy steps:

1. Choose the kind of clown you will be. Choose a

clumsy clown?

2. Choose a name that fits your clown. name

can fit how you look, how you act, or what you do.

costume stores.

4. Choose your clown face:Fi v and color your
clown face onpsa

an you do that makes
peak in a funny voice?
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What is the author’s purpose for writing this passage?
A to entertain with a story about clowns
B to persuade children to be clowns
C to tell about clown college
D to explain the steps in how to be a clown

Look back at the passage. The numbers ar
and purpose of the text.

clue to the str

Who is most likely the author of this p?
A someone who wants to be/a clowr

someone who teaches clewn

chool

O N W
wn
O
3
D
O
D)
M
S
0
O
=
Q
=
Q.
Q)

Think about who
information?

ho would know this
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Point of View in Literary Text
Stories have points of view, too. When yg

because these stories use
use |.

e, she, and they.

VQO.

Poems have a point/of vie

‘tuffet:stool
2curds and whey:/cheese, like cottage cheese
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Poem 2
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My Side of the Story
by Arachne Voulos

This little old spider
Would never hurt her;
Just doing what all spiders do,
[ was spinning away
On my web that fine da
To catch me a fat fly o

When Little Miss Muffet,

Plopped down on the tuffet,
To lunch on some f@otta
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From whose point of view is the nursery rhyme “Little
Miss Muffet” written?

A Miss Muffet
B a speaker
C the spider
D the tuffet

The person telling the story can be part
word I. Or the speaker can be outside the'story, looking/in.

Who is the speaker in “My Side of'the @’?
A Miss Muffet

B the spider
C an outside speaker
D Miss Muffet's mother

In lines 4, 10, anc peaker uses the word I. In line 5, the

speaker uses the wo

d my.
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Which choice best describes the point of view in the
second poem, “My Side of the Story”?

A Do not mess with spiders or they will eat your
lunch!

B Everyone knows that Miss Muffet is a polité
girl.

C It is not fair to blame the spider for scaring Miss
Muffet.

D The spider had fun scaring Little Mi

The new poem is written from the spider’s poin ow. The spider

Describe the author’s purpo
Side of the Story.”

purpose can be to explain, describe, persuade, or
entertain. The aum you to believe it was not the spider’s
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Test Yourself

Read three passages. Then answer the questions
Passage 1 /> m

Lemonade for Sale </

Take time to cool off. Meet your neighbo
Talk to your fri

or your favorite. Which
River Town’s Official Favorite
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Passage 2

Lemonade Days
by Harris Fvans

1 It happens every year. It happens for three days in
June. People sell lemonade all across America. The
make money to fight cancer. They call it Lemonade

Days.
alexslemonade.org.

2 It started with a 4-year-old girl. She

million dollars. They
rentists. The doctors and
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Passage 3

Lemon Surprise
by Keva March

1 Last summer, my sister Diane and I ran a lemg
stand. We wanted to raise money for the children’s
hospital in our town. We got all our supplies together.
Then I set up a table by the sidewalk. Diane posted signs
for “Freshly squeezed lemonade!”

2 That’s what made our lemonade special:
each lemon in half. Then we squeezed the juice
each half. The rinds and seeds we tog rind

We mixed the juice with water, sug : the rough outer
poured it in a cup. Each cup was super skin of a lemon
or orange

3 Our lemonade was a big hit! [ 16 \

4 “You did a great job, girls!
time to clean up.”

5 “T'll take the stuff i
Mom.

e it to the garden,” she
compost pile. The rinds will compost

7 Into feod for the garden plants.” plant matter that
has broken down
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9 Summer went by, and soon it was fall. One day, Mom
was working in the garden. She was turning the compos
pile. Then she called out to me. “Tansy, come here. |
have a surprise for you.”

10 Mom poked at the compost. There were some
lemon rinds. There were also some little green sprox

11 “Are those lemon trees?” I asked in surprise.

12 Mom laughed. “They are! Let’s pot up orie-or two to
see if it grows into a tree. We can keep it iy
winter.”

13 My little lemon tree is growing well now. It always
reminds me of the day I had the le

2
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3 Why did the author write passage 2?
A to make the reader feel sad
B to make people afraid of cancer
C to show what people can do help cure ca
D to help the reader build a lemonade stand

4 From whose point of view is passage ?
A Tansy
B Tansy’s mom
C Tansy’s sister

D an outside narrator

5 Explain how you know your answerto que
correct.

on 4 is

\

purpose in passage 37
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