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32 Finish Line Math Strands

A stem-and-leaf plot organizes data by showing the actual
numbers of the data. The stems show the first digit or digits
that are common to the data in the set. The leaves show the
last digit in the data. The leaves are written in order from least
to greatest.

The costs of these bedspreads are:

$19, $27, $29, $35, $36, $39,
$50, $50, $55, $65, and $69

A stem-and-leaf plot has the
same number of leaves as
the number of data values.

If the data in the set have
more than two total digits,
the stems are all digits but
the last one. The leaves are
the last digits of the data
values.

Stem-and-Leaf PlotsLESSON 15

Read each problem. Circle the letter of the best answer.

Use this stem-and-leaf plot to answer questions
1–4.

1 What is the range in heights climbed on
the climbing wall?

A 3.4 m C 3.7 m

B 3.6 m D 3.9 m

The range is the difference between the
largest and smallest numbers. The smallest
number is 2.5. The largest number is 6.4.
Subtract: 6.4 � 2.5 � 3.9. The correct answer
is D.

2 What is the mode of this data?

A 3.2 m

B 3.6 m

C 3.9 m

D 4.4 m

3 How many heights are greater than 
5 meters?

A 4 C 8

B 6 D 11

4 How many heights are represented on this
stem-and-leaf plot?

A 5

B 15

C 20

D 25
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33Data Analysis and Probability Level E

Read each problem. Write your answers.

5 The ages of all candidates running for office are shown in this 
stem-and-leaf plot.

A What is the meaning of the zero after the 5 in this 
stem-and-leaf plot?

Answer: __________________________________________________________________________

B What is the meaning of the blank space after the 6 in this 
stem-and-leaf plot?

Answer: __________________________________________________________________________

6 This stem-and-leaf plot shows the number of 
ears of corn sold each day at a vegetable stand.

A On how many days were between 40 and 55 ears 
of corn sold?

Answer: ____________

B How many total days were ears of corn sold at 
this vegetable stand?

Answer: ____________

C Explain why your answers are correct.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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