




LESSON

Indicators 2.N.1; 3.N.1

Skip Counting1

When you count, you usually count by 1’s. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, …

You can also skip count by 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, or any number.

By 2’s: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, …

By 5’s: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, …

By 10’s: 10, 20, 30, 40, …

You can skip count using a number line.

Tom is counting by 50’s. He starts at 0. What will be the fifth
number Tom says?

1. Find the first number, 0.

2. Count by 50 on the number line to the fifth number.

The numbers are 50, 100, 150, 200, …. The fifth number 
is 250.

You can start at any number and skip count. 

Start at 60. To skip count by 5’s, keep adding 5.

60 � 5 � 65, 65 � 5 � 70, 70 � 5 � 75

60, 65, 70, 75, …

Start at 325. Skip count by 100.

325, 425, 525, 625, 725, …

0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 225 250

�50

Skip counting shows a
pattern.

To skip count by a given
number, add that number
to the last number you say.

To skip count by 25’s,
add 25.

25, 50, 75, 100, 125, …

A number line is a tool
used to model numbers.
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You don’t need to start
at 0 when you skip count.
You can start at any
number.

skip count number line
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GUIDED PRACTICE

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Try this sample multiple-choice problem.

S Sally is skip counting by 100’s. She starts at the number
75 and ends at the number 675. Which of these
numbers will Sally say?

A 100

B 375

C 525

D 775

1 Lee is skip counting by 10’s. What is the
first number he should say after 85?

A 80 C 95

B 90 D 100

2 Ray is counting by 5’s. He starts at 50.
What are the next three numbers he
should say?

A 55, 60, 65 C 60, 70, 80

B 55, 65, 75 D 75, 100, 125

3 Amy is counting by 50’s. She starts at 25
and ends at 575. Which sentence is true
about the numbers she will say?

A She will say 150 and 200.

B She will say 225 and 250.

C She will say 300 and 325.

D She will say 475 and 525.

4 Tony uses the number line below to help
him count by 25’s. 

What are the next three numbers he
should say?

A 475, 500, 525

B 475, 575, 675

C 500, 525, 550

D 500, 550, 600

5 Joy is counting by 2’s. The fourth number
she says is 40. What is the first number 
Joy says?

A 30

B 32

C 34

D 36

This problem asks you to find a
number being said when skip
counting by 100’s. To skip count
by 100’s, keep adding 100: 75,
175, 275, …. The last two digits
in the numbers will always be 75.
Only choices B and D have 75 as
the last two digits. Because 775 is
greater than the last number Sally
says, choice D is not correct. The
correct answer is B.

Read each problem. Circle the letter of the best answer.

UNIT 1 Number Systems 9
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S Hannah is counting by 50’s. She starts at 125.

Part A: What is the next number she will say?

Answer: ____________

Part B: The last number Hannah counts is 875. 
What two numbers does she say just 
before 875?

Answer: ________________________

Part A asks you to find the next
number Hannah will say after
125. To find this, add 50 to 125:
125 � 50 � 175. The correct
answer is 175. Part B asks you to
find the last two numbers Hannah
will say before stopping at 875. To
find these, subtract 50 two times:
875 � 50 � 825 and 825 �
50 � 775. The correct answer is
775 and 825.

Read the problem. Write your answers.

6 Jason starts at the number 275 and counts by 5’s.

What is the sixth number that he will say after 275?

Answer: ____________

Explain why your answer is correct.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

175

775 and 825

Try this sample constructed response problem.

GUIDED PRACTICE

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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Read the problem. Write your answers.

7 Meg is skip counting. Some of the numbers she says are below.

150, 175, ____, 225, 250, ____, 300, 325, 350, …

Part A: What number is Meg skip counting by?

Answer: ____________

What two numbers are missing?

Answer: ________________________

Part B: Find the next three numbers Meg will say. Write the
numbers on this number line.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

The difference between
any two adjacent numbers
is the number Meg is
counting by.
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