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36 Reading for Comprehension

How did yo-yos get their start?

Today the yo-yo is a toy. But once the yo-yo was for
hunting. This early yo-yo was probably a rock. The rock
was tied to a strong string. Hunters sat in a tree. They
threw their yo-yos at an animal. If they missed, they
could still pull back their yo-yos. 

Yo-yo toys have been around for thousands of years.
Children in the Philippines played with them. So did
children in China and Greece. In the 1920s, yo-yos came
to the United States. They were a big hit. And they still are.
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Circle the right answer for questions 1–5.
Write your answer to question 6 on a blank piece of paper.

1. The first yo-yos were used for _____.
A dancing C singing
B playing D hunting

2. Which word in paragraph 2 means “success”?
A hit C years
B toys D around

3. The story tells about a hunter’s tool that turned into a _____.
A toy C stick
B rock D dream

4. A hunter could get the yo-yo back because it _____.
A did not cost much
B was on a string
C always missed
D had a magnet

5. You can guess from the story that now most people _____
with yo-yos. 
A hunt
B have fun
C scare people
D do homework

6. What is your favorite toy? How do you think it got started?
What do you like to do with it?

Reading: 1.7, 1.10, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6
Writing: 1.1, 2.1


