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The Finish Line/Common Core Connection

The Common Core states that math mastery 
is accompanied by the development of the 
NCTM process skills found in the Standards for 
Mathematical Practice. Finish Line’s instructional 
lessons are modeled after this approach.
	 • Communication
	 • Connections
	 • Representation
	 • Reasoning and proof
	 • Problem solving

Grades 1–8



Standards coverage
Organized by the domains  
of the Common Core 



Same Finish Line 
lesson format  
you know

Page #1: Instruction
Sidebars include relevant info  
that expands on the lesson topic



Page #2: Sample begins 
multiple-choice section

Explanation of how to find 
the correct answer

Same Finish Line 
lesson format  
you know



Page #3: Sample begins  
short-response section

Explanation of how to find  
the correct answer

Same Finish Line 
lesson format  
you know



Page #4:  
Extended-response  
section

Tips and reminders

Same Finish Line 
lesson format  
you know



Process skills

Communication 
Communication (explanations, 
justifications, etc.) of mathematical 
ideas and of reasoning (may involve 
modeling) 



Process skills

Connections
Making connections between 
mathematical ideas (looking for 
structure, identifying patterns, 
applying rules to specific situations 
and deriving rules from specific 
examples) and/or ideas and  
real-life situations 



Process skills

Representation
Representation of mathematical 
ideas (modeling with drawing, 
diagrams, graphs, words, (e.g.  
writing a representative word 
problem for a specific equation), 
equations



Process skills

Reasoning and proof
Reasoning and proof (this is the 
primary higher-order thinking 
skill) to draw conclusions, make 
predictions, and support them



Process skills

Problem solving
Problem solving to apply skills 
(including higher-order reasoning) 
to new situations, both abstract 
and real life, generally involving 
making choices of strategies, etc. 



Features
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